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From the Chair 

by Don MacQueen, Branch Chair  

The big news right now, at least from the point of view of the 

Branch Committee and the Asilomar Committee, is the likelihood 

that we will have to reduce the workshop from an annual event to 

a less frequent event. Hopefully everyone has seen my "email to 

the whole branch" on that topic. We've already received a few 

suggestions in response, thank you, but more would be welcome. 

In addition, we will need a new Asilomar chair for the next event, 

whenever it turns out to be. Julee and Margaret have done a great 

job for three years, but three years is plenty to ask of anyone! Be-

sides that, everyone is invited to a general discussion on the topic 

of how to find new dancers, how to advertise ourselves, and so on, 
on the afternoon of November 1st, before the monthly party. We 

plan to give over most of the normal Branch Committee meeting 

time to this, and hoping for a good turnout. We need ideas on this, 

and even more, we need action!  The exact time and place for the 

meeting will be announced later. 

The Lafayettte Class Turns 50! 

By Kathleen McAdam  

Fifty years ago we found a ñwooden floorò in the lovely old Lafa-

yette Veteranôs Hall which the Lafayette Class called home for 40 

years. We were a fledgling group of Scottish Country Dancers under 

the tutelage of Fred Macondray and assistant teacher Kathleen 

McAdam who started in 1961 at the John Hinckle Clubhouse in 

Berkeley. The group moved to various locations in Berkeley before 

the fortuitous move to Lafayette. 

The first night we had the good fortune of attracting Virginia and 

Eugene Bissell and Bill and Bonnie Wakeman who were folk danc-

ers that had been introduced to Scottish Country Dancing by Stewart 

Smith and Millie Vonkonsky. These faithful dancers went on to be 
faithful San Francisco Branch members and officers. I am so thank-

ful to have been a part of the enthusiasm of those years.  

The past 10 years have been a rollercoaster of ups and downs with 

many moves until voila! Our latest move was to the Grange Hall in 

Danville where the adult classes are once again enjoying an old 

wooden floor. The youth classes are still in Lafayette at a small 

dance studio and are taught by Cathy McAdam Bertics 

Now to cut a long story short, we would like you to join us for a 

double celebration on December 27th for our ñTween Partyò and 

50th Anniversary Celebration. 

Sincerest thanks are due to the teachers and class mangers. So many 
changes yet much remains the same; loyalty, hard work, and dedica-

tion to our goal of preserving our Scottish Dance heritage. Lafayette 

Class owes much to class mangers Walter McAdam, Bill Wakeman 

and Witsie McKelvy. There are many faithful class volunteers who 

work behind the scenes to take care of food and parties and I wish 

we could name them all here but I would be sure to miss someone. 

Finally, thanks to our wonderful teachers Eugene Bissell, Cathy 

McAdam Bertics, Linda Henderson and Don MacQueen.  

Mark your calendar for the ñTween Party and 50th Anniversary Cel-

ebrationò at U.U. Church located at 55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek, 

CA 94596. 

Music by Andy Imbrieôs Band 
Cost $10 per person or $20 per family 

7:30 PM Saturday December 27th 2014 

 

Watch for the flyer at the Monthly Dances 

 

RSVP to Witsie McKelvy at (925) 676-3637 or email at  

witken@astound.net  

 

 

mailto:witken@astound.net
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Monthly Parties 
December Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, December 6, 2014 

Congregation Etz Chayim, 4161 Alma St., Palo Alto 

Host: Mountain View 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

Ecclefechan Feline McMurtry/Le Petit Chat 8x32 J 3  B/I 

The Birks of Invermay 16/2 8x32 S 3 B 

The Fireworks Reel+ 48/11 8x32 R 3 I/A 

Miss Stevensonôs Fancy Haynes/Carnforth3 8x32 S 2 B/I 

Mrs. MacPherson of Inveran+ Drewry/BonAccord 8x32 R 3 I 

 

Light and Airy+ 4/5 8x32 J 3 B 

Lady Peakôs Strathspey Drewry/Greenburn2 8x32 S 3 I 

The Kissing Bridge 47/9 8x32 R 3 B/I 

City of Belfast+ 48/6 3x32 S 3set I/A 

A Touch of Tartan Maarseveen/DancingThistles 8x32 R 3 B/I 
 

The Duke of Athollôs Reel 16/3 8x32 J 2 B/I 

Sugar Candie+ 26/9 8x32 S 3  I 

The Bees of Maggieknockater Drewry/Canadian 4x32 J 4 A 

The Gentleman 35/5 8x32 S 3 I 

Sleepy Maggie 11/5 8x32 R 3  I 

+ new this month 

January Monthly Party 

7:30 p.m., Saturday, January 3, 2015 

Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington 

Host: Berkeley 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

Light and Airy 4/5 8x32 J 3 B 

Miss Stevensonôs Fancy Haynes/Carnforth3 8x32 S 2 B/I 

Angus MacKinnonôs Hornpipe+ Dickson/Lothian  8x32 R 3 I 

The Gentleman 35/5 8x32 S 3 I 

Mrs. MacPherson of Inveran Drewry/Bon Accord 8x32 R 3 I 

 

Postieôs Jig+ Clowes/Ormskirk  4x32 J 4  B 

The Rose of the North+ Goldring/Leeds Silver 8x32 S 3 I/A 

Major Ian Stewart+ 35/4 8x32 J 3 I/A 

The Belle of Bon Accord+ Drewry/Deeside2 4x32 S 4 I 
The Kissing Bridge 47/9 8x32 R 3 B/I 

 

The Duke of Athollôs Reel 16/3 8x32 J 2 B/I 

Sugar Candie 26/9 8x32 S 3  I 

The Fireworks Reel 48/11 8x32 R 3 I/A 

City of Belfast 48/6 3x32 S 3set I/A 

A Touch of Tartan Maarseveen/DancingThistles 8x32 R 3 B/I 

+ new this month 

 

Programming Committee: Pat OôBrien, Sandra Schultz, and Bruce Herbold 

How To Get There: 

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM 

FROM 101 NORTH or SOUTH exit at 

San Antonio Road and follow it south 

(west). Take right exit toward Alma/

Central Expressway onto San Antonio  

Avenue. Turn right (north) onto Alma 

Street. The hall will be on the right. 

 

ARLINGTON CHURCH 

FROM I-80, exit on Buchanan Street 

(Albany exit) and head toward the hills. 
Buchanan turns into Marin Ave. Take  

Marin Avenue to The Circle, go 270  

degrees around and take Arlington  

Avenue. Go 1.9 miles; the church will be 

on the left, parking lot on the right.  

(Across the street.)  
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RSCDS-SF CALENDAR OF EVENTS Å 2014-2015  
Revised 10/3/2014 Å Compiled by Amy Van Doren vandoren.amy.l@gmail.com   

OCTOBER 2014  
ASILOMAR BALL PREVIEWS - Dates and Locations listed 

below. $9.00 for single session or $15.00 for two sessions 
at either location. Info: Donna Weidenfeller at  

sfdonna@hotmail.com or 415-731-6517 

11, Sa: 1-5pm. St. Mark's Church, 600 Colorado Ave in Palo 

Alto. Teacher, Paula Jacobson 

18, Sa: 1-5pm. St Marks Church, 600 Colorado Ave in Palo 

Alto. Teacher, Paula Jacobson  

26, Su: 1-5pm. St. Clement's Church, 2837 Claremont Blvd in 

Berkeley. Teacher, Bruce Herbold. See November 2nd for 

Part 2. 

NOVEMBER 2014 

1, Sa: 10am-4 pm. MUSICIANS' WORKSHOP with Deby 

Benton Grosjean (fiddle) and Liz Donaldson (piano), spon-

sored by the Berkeley Class.  St. Clementôs Episcopal 

Church Hall, 2837 Claremont Blvd., Berkeley. Info: Julie 

Wyrick, jrwyrick@gmail.com or 925-930-6533 

1, Sa: 7:30pm MONTHLY PARTY sponsored by the Lafayette 

and Livermore classes. Hill & Valley Club, 1808 B St., 

Hayward, CA 94541. Info: Mark Burt, 510-582-9743 or 

m5burt@yahoo.com   

2, Su: 1-5pm, ASILOMAR BALL REVIEW Su: 1-5pm. St. 

Clement's Church, 2837 Claremont Blvd in Berkeley. 

Teacher, Bruce Herbold. Details above.7-9, Fr-Su: ANNU-

AL ASILOMAR WEEKEND WORKSHOPS AND BALL 

at Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA. Info: 

Julee Montes at julm-hcs@pacbell.net  

26, We: 7:45pm, MOUNTAIN VIEW THANKSGIVING PAR-
TY. Live Music! First United Methodist Church of Palo 

Alto, Fellowship Hall, 625 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto. 

$10 drop in.  Info:  mtview-rscds.org 

DECEMBER 2014 
6, Sa: 7:30pm, MONTHLY PARTY, sponsored by the Moun-

tain View Class. Congregation Etz Chayim, 4161 Alma St, 

Palo Alto. Info: Mark Burt, 510-582-9743 or 

m5burt@yahoo.com   

13, Sa: 6pm, BERKELEY HOLIDAY PARTY. 6pm Pot luck 

supper, 7:15pm caroling, 8pm dancing to the massed 

Berkeley orchestra at Arlington Community Church, 52 

Arlington Ave., Kensington.  Info: Barry & Eleanor at 

whistledow@aol.com or 510-339-8705.   

18, Th: 7:45pm WINTER SOLSTICE PARTY. Sponsored by 

the San Francisco Class. The Polish Club, 3040 22nd Street 

at the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. $10. Live music 

by Patti Cobb and her band. Info: Linnea Johnson at sfscot-

tishdancers@gmail.com or 415-841-9456, or see: http://

www.sf-scottishdancers.org  

27, Sa: 7:30pm LAFAYETTE CLASS TWEEN PARTY AND 
50TH ANNIVERSARY.  Bortin Hall, 55 Eckley Lane, 

Walnut Creek.  Live music by Andy Imbrie & 

friends.  Info: Witsie McKelvy witken@astound.net 

31, We: 7:30-11 pm, HOGMANAY DANCE hosted by 
Red Thistle Dancers, St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 600 

Colorado Ave, Palo Alto. Music by Red Thistle Musi-

cians. Light refreshments. $15 donation at door. Check 

website in November for dance program at 

www.redthistledancers.org. Info: Lin Pettengill 650-455-

3872.  

JANUARY 2015 
3, Sa: 7:30pm, MONTHLY PARTY, sponsored by the Berke-

ley Class. Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington 

Ave in Kensington. Info: Mark Burt, 510-582-9743 or 

m5burt@yahoo.com   

18, Su: 1:45-4:15pm, FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, Inter-

mediate/advanced level. $9 per class. Holbrook Palmer 
Park, 150 Watkins Ave, Atherton. Teachers Lin Pettengill 

and Paula Jacobson. Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650

-455-3872 

31 (or FEBRUARY 1), Sa or Su: 1:00pm V-BALL RE-

HEARSAL. Sponsored by the San Francisco Class. Loca-

tion TBA in Berkeley. Music TBA.  Info: Patti 

Cobb pkcobb@pacbell.net or 510-858-7588 

FEBRUARY 2015 
7, Sa, 7pm VALENTINES BALL, at Scottish Rite Center, 

1547 Lakeside Drive, Oakland 

Info: Dwayne L McQuilliams at 415-332-2817 or 

boldmary@aol.com 

15, Su: 1:45-4:15pm, FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, Inter-

mediate/advanced level. $9 per class. Holbrook Palmer 

Park, 150 Watkins Ave, Atherton. Teachers Lin Pettengill 

and Paula Jacobson. Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin  

650-455-3872 

MARCH 2015 
7, Sa: 7:30pm, MONTHLY PARTY, sponsored by the Santa 

Rosa Class and Dunsmuir Dancers. Unitarian Universalist 

Marin, 240 Channing Way in San Rafael.  Info: Mark 

Burt, 510-582-9743 or m5burt@yahoo.com   

15, Su: 1:45-4:15pm, FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, Inter-

mediate/advanced level. $9 per class. Holbrook Palmer 

Park, 150 Watkins Ave, Atherton. Teachers Lin Pettengill 

and Paula Jacobson. Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin  

650-455-3872 

APRIL 2015 
4, Sa: 7:30pm, MONTHLY PARTY, sponsored by the Camp-

bell Class and Red Thistle Dancers. Mountain View Ma-

sonic Temple, 890 Church St in Mountain View Info: 

Mark Burt, 510-582-9743 or m5burt@yahoo.com   

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:vandoren.amy.l@gmail.com
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OCTOBER  2014 

Fri-Sun,   3-5              Regina (SK) Saskatchewan's An-
nual Fall Workshop. Sponsored by Regina Scottish 
Country Dancers. Fri: reg/ceilidh 6:30pm; Sat: classes 
9am-12:15pm & 1:15-2:45pm; ball 5:30pm; Sun: class 
10:15am-noon. Teacher: Ruth Jappy (Delta, BC). Mu-
sic:Ron Krug & Ken Nattrass (Winnipeg, Manitoba). 
Semi-formal attire. Sat. & Sun. lunches, Sat. banquet. 
Cdn$150. Contact Registrar reginaScottishCoun-
tryDancers@gmail.com. [www.RSCDSsask.org] 

Fri-Sun   17-19         Ottawa (ON) Ardbrae 50th Anniver-
sary Workshop Weekend. Sponsored by Ardbrae 
Dancers of Ottawa. Fri evening & Sat morning: clas-
ses; Sat evening: dinner & dance; Sun afternoon: con-
cert. Teachers: Sandy Gallamore (Richmond, VA) & 
Linda Henderson (San Francisco, CA). Music: Ian 
Robertson (Aston Clinton, UK) & Peter Shand 
(Edinburgh). Catered dinner (Sat evening; vegetarian 
options); Light refreshments at reception (Sun after-
noon). Cdn$130 US$130. Classes offered at both in-
termediate & advanced levels. For prices of individual 
parts of the weekend see brochure on our website. 
Hospitality available.Contact Elaine Hoag 
elaine.hoag@gmail.com or Elizabeth Woodbury 613-
746-5466 ewoodbury@sympatico.ca. 
[www.ardbrae.org] 

Fri-Sun   17-19        St Catharines (ON) Hamilton Ontar-
io, 60th Anniversary Week End. Sponsored by Ham-
ilton Branch RSCDS. Fri: Registration 7:30-9:30 Wel-
come Dance 8:30-9:30 Ceilidh 9:30. Teachers: Linda 
Gaul (Scotland), Ralph Stoddard (USA). Music: 
Scotch Mist. Semi-formal attire. Cdn$180.  Special 
hotel price $109 a night. Contact J'ina Middleton 905-
522-2151 jjCeilidh@sympatico.ca or Kathleen Noble 
kNoble2@cogeco.ca. 

Sat  18       Seattle (WA) NW Scottish Step Dance. 
Sponsored by Seattle Step Dance Class. 9:00am-
3:30pm. Teacher: Ron Wallace. Music: Helen Van 
Mater & Chris Leininger. Lunch & snacks. $65. There 
will be a Seattle Branch RSCDS dance in the evening: 
music by Calum MacKinnon & Lisa Scott. Contact 
Elizabeth Miller 206-782-8345 3martlet@gmail.com or 
Adrienne Price (Registrar) 206-687-9643 
ahp155@comcast.net. 

18-19   Sat-Sun      Halifax & Dartmouth (NS) Fall Work-
shop 2014, Sponsored by RSCDS Nova Scotia. Hali-

fax -  Sat: Class 8:30-11:30am, Lunch 11:30am-
1:30pm, Social 1:30-4:30pm; Lunch, breaks included. 
$30. Partial attendance prices detailed on website. 
Dartmouth -  Sun: Challenge Class 1:30-3:30pm. 
Teachers: Marjorie McLaughlin (San Diego, CA, 
USA), Maggie Keppie (Wolfville, NS). Casual attire. 
$7, $5 for RSCDS members. Contact Lydia Hedge 
902-827-2033 lydiaHedge@accesswave.ca. 
[www.rscdsNovaScotia.ca] 

24-25   Fri-Sat      Charlotte (NC) A Reel Scottish Week-
end. Sponsored by Charlotte Scottish Country Dance 
Society. Fri: Concert 7pm, Dance 8pm; Sat: Classes 
9:30am-3:30pm, Dance 7pm-11pm. Teachers: Margo 
Priestley (Edinburgh) & Jim Stott (Aberdeenshire). 
Music: Marian Anderson's Scottish Dance Band. Semi
-Formal attire. Lunch, dinner & finger buffet at dances. 
US$115. Contact Jack Pressley 704-8149647 
Jpres79334@aol.com char-
lotteScottishDance@wordpress.com. 

Sat   25 Bellingham (WA) Masquerade Ball Sponsored 
by Bellingham Scottish Country Dancers. Music: Cal-
lum MacKinnon, Deby Benton Grosjean,  Andy Im-
brie & Ginny Snow. Buffet. Formal / Masquerade at-
tire. We encourage historic dress & vintage costumes, 
or simply adorn your formal ball attire with a mask for 
the Grand March. Contact Mary Anderson 360-933-
1779 andersonMary4comcast.net or Helen Packer 
360-738-9788 bellinghamSCD@gmail.com. 
[www.BellinghamSCD.org] 

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER  2014 

Fri-Sun, Oct 31-Nov 2     Kingston (ON) 48th Annual 
Workshop & Ball. Sponsored by RSCDS Kingston, 
Ontario Branch. Fri: registration, dance 7:30-10 pm; 
Sat classes: 9am-2:45pm; Ball 8:15pm. Teachers: 
Elaine Brunken, Holly Boyd, Tony Szeto. Music: 
Scotch Mist. Sat: lunch and dinner; Sun: brunch. 
$160. A la carte pricing available. Contact Barbara 
Kisilevsky registrar@rscdsKingston.org. 
[www.rscdsKingston.org] 

NOVEMBER  2014 

Fri-Sun   14-16     Alexandria (VA) Argyle XXXI Spon-
sored by Northern VA Branch, RSCDS. Fri: dance 
8:30pm; Sat: classes 9:15am-12:30pm, Ball 8pm; 
Sun: class 11am. Teachers: Linda Gaul (Pitlochry, 
Scotland) & Sandy Gallamore (Richmond, VA). Music: 

RSCDS EVENTS ELSEWHERE Å 2014-2015 
Revised 10/1/14 Å Compiled by Mimi Mueller   mimimueller@juno.com  

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events,  

try the Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

 

Please note that some events offer discounts for early registration. These are in bold type when I am aware of them.   

mailto:reginaScottishCountryDancers@gmail.com
mailto:reginaScottishCountryDancers@gmail.com
http://www.rscdssask.org/
mailto:elaine.hoag@gmail.com
mailto:ewoodbury@sympatico.ca
http://www.ardbrae.org/
mailto:jjCeilidh@sympatico.ca
mailto:kNoble2@cogeco.ca
mailto:3martlet@gmail.com
mailto:ahp155@comcast.net
mailto:lydiaHedge@accesswave.ca
http://www.rscdsnovascotia.ca/
mailto:Jpres79334@aol.com
mailto:charlotteScottishDance@wordpress.com
mailto:charlotteScottishDance@wordpress.com
mailto:andersonMary41@comcast.net
mailto:bellinghamSCD@gmail.com
http://www.bellinghamscd.org/
mailto:registrar@rscdsKingston.org
http://www.rscdskingston.org/
mailto:mimimueller@juno.com
http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
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Terpsichore: Elke Baker (fiddle), Liz Donaldson (piano), 
Ralph Gordon (bass) & Anne Hooper. Ball: fomal attire, 
comfortable-semi-formal attire otherwise. Finger buffets 
at classes and evening dances. Full package approx 
$90; price may be lower depending on specific events 
& options selected. Hospitality available. Contact Ar-
gyle Committee argyle@rscds-greaterdc.org. 
[www.argyle-weekend.org  

DECEMBER  2014 

Sat-Sun, 6-7          Austin (TX) 38th Annual St Andrews 
Ball. Sponsored by Austin Scottish Country Dance So-
ciety. Sat: Workshop 9:30am-1pm, Ball-registration 
6pm, Grand March 7pm; Sun: Brunch. Teacher: Linda 
Mae Dennis. Music: Judi Nicholson (Fiddle) & Andy 
Imbrie (Keyboard). Semi-formal attire. After-party on-
site. Workshop: $10; Ball $45/$55 at door for adults, 
$25/$25 at door youth 16 and under, Non-dancers: 
$10. Contact Elizabeth Chennault 512-415-6013 scot-
land1745@sbcglobal.net or Sarah Harriman 512-913-
9095 sarah@austinscd.org. [www.AustinSCD.org] 

FEBRUARY  2015 

Fri-Sun,   6-8      Ottawa (ON) Ardbrae Ball Weekend, 
Ottawa. Sponsored by Ardbrae Dancers of Ottawa. Fri 
Welcome Dance, Sat Dinner & Ball, Sun Brunch. Mu-
sic: Torridon Scottish Country Dance Band. Catered 
buffet dinner. Cdn$90 US$90. Slow jam for musicians 
Sat morning. Non-dancing tickets: $60. Dancing at ball 
only, followed by dessert & coffee: $60. Hospitality 
available. Contact Elaine Hoag 
elaine.hoag@gmail.com  or Elizabeth Woodbury 
eWoodbury@sympatico.ca. [www.ardbrae.org] 

Fri-Sun   13-15     Honolulu (HI) Aloha Winter. Sponsored 
by Hawaii, RSCDS Branch. Fri: eve social; Sat: clas-
ses, eve ball; Sun: am classes, eve ceilidh. Teacher: 
Linda Henderson. Music: Humuhumunukunuku & 
Strathspey Society Band. Casual / semi-formal attire. 
Fri: finger buffet; Sat: 3 meals; Sun: breakfast & dinner. 
US$160. Contact Melissa Lindsay 808-256-3347 
MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com or Bruce McEwan 808-538-
7707 mcewanb001@hawaii.rr.com. 
[www.RSCDSHawaii.org] 

APRIL 2015 

Fri-Sun, 17-19       Melrose (MA) RSCDS Boston Branch 
Highland Ball Weekend. Sponsored by Boston, 
RSCDS Branch. Fri: Welcome dance 8pm; Sat: Recep-
tion 5:30pm, Dinner 6:30pm, Grand March 8pm; Sun: 
Brunch 11am-3pm. Welcome Dance musiC: Ed Pearl-
man (fiddle) & Neil Pearlman (keyboard). Ball music: 
Frost and Fire: Peter Macfarlane, fiddle, Viveka Fox 
(fiddle, Aaron Marcus (keyboard), Hollis Easter (flute 
and pipes). Sunday Brunch music: Dan Wheatley and 
the Gunns. Welcome Dance at different site. See web-
site for application, dance program, directions. Contact 
Sara and Ed Pokrass (Co-chairs) 

spokrass230@comcast.net. [www.rscdsBoston.org/
events-HighlandBall.html] 

MAY 2015 

Fri-Sun, 15-17     Hopewell Junction (NY) Pawling 
Weekend. Sponsored by RSCDS New York Branch. 
Fri: 8pm Welcome dance, 11pm-? After-party. Teach-
ers: Jim Stott (Aberdeen, UK), Marjorie Mclaughlin 
(San Diego), Fred DeMarse (San Francisco). Music: 
Scotch Mist & Jim Stevenson-Mathews. Welcome 
dance: casual attire; Ball: formal attire. Sat: 9am-
12:15pm Classes, 2pm Teacher workshop or Ball walk
-through, 8pm Ball, midnight: Ceilidh, 1am After-party; 
Sun: 10.30am Classes, 2pm Champagne dance. All 
meals provided Friday dinner to Sunday lunch. Prices: 
See website in January 2015. Contact Sally Clayton 
pawlingWeekend@gmail.com. 
[www.rscdsNewYork.org] 

22-25   Fri-Mon     RSCDS International Branch Dance 
Weekend in Copenhagen. (More information as avail-
able.) Contact Fred DeMarse for details at  
freddemarse@chevron.com. 

19, Su: 1:45-4:15pm, FEATURED DEVISOR CLASS, Interme-

diate/advanced level. $9 per class. Holbrook Palmer Park, 

150 Watkins Ave, Atherton. Teachers Lin Pettengill and 

Paula Jacobson. Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-455-

3872 

MAY 2015 

2, Sa: 7:30pm, MONTHLY PARTY, sponsored by the San Fran-

cisco Class and New World Dancers. Alameda Masonic 

Temple, 2312 Alameda Avenue in Alameda. Info: Mark 

Burt, 510-582-9743 or m5burt@yahoo.com   

JUNE 2015 

4, Sa: 3:00pm, MONTHLY PARTY, sponsored by the Santa 

Cruz and Monterey Classes, Aptos Grange 2555 Mar Vista 

Drive in Aptos. Info: Mark Burt, 510-582-9743 or 

m5burt@yahoo.com   

18, Th: 7:45pm SUMMER SOLSTICE PARTY. Sponsored by 

the San Francisco Class. The Polish Club, 3040 22nd Street 

at the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. $10. Live music 

by Patti Cobb and her band. Info: Linnea Johnson 

at sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 415-841-9456, or 

see: http://www.sf-scottishdancers.org 

20, Su: 7pm, THE BEGINNERôS BALL, Hermann Sons Hall, 
860 Western Ave, Petaluma. Info: Sherry Wright at 707-823

-9332 

AUGUST 2015 

15, Sa: 4:30pm, SUMMER BY THE SEA, sponsored by the 

Santa Cruz Class, Peace United Church of Christ, 900 High 

St. in Santa Cruz.  Info: Susan Elgin, 831-335-7288 or el-

gin@cruzio.com 

(Branch Calendar continued from page 3) 

mailto:argyle@rscds-greaterdc.org
http://www.argyle-weekend.org/
mailto:scotland1745@sbcglobal.net
mailto:scotland1745@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sarah@austinscd.org
http://www.austinscd.org/
mailto:elaine.hoag@gmail.com
mailto:ewoodbury@sympatico.ca
http://www.ardbrae.org/
mailto:MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:mcewanb001@hawaii.rr.com
http://www.rscdshawaii.org/
mailto:spokrass230@comcast.net
http://www.rscdsboston.org/events-HighlandBall.html
http://www.rscdsboston.org/events-HighlandBall.html
mailto:pawlingWeekend@gmail.com
http://www.rscdsnewyork.org/
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Scottish Country Dancing at the Caledonian Club Games "behind the scenes" 

by Don MacQueen 

A very big thank you to all of the volunteers who gave many hours of labor Friday before the Games to assemble the stages, put up 

the information tent and changing tents, and all the other little details that go into making the Celtic Heritage Area possible. And 

again Sunday afternoon taking it all down and putting it away. Both setup and takedown were done in record time this year, thanks to 

the some 15 to 20 or more volunteers both days. Can't list everyone here, but Margaret Mitchell and Tom Ward deserve special 

recognition for their leadership of the mechanics of assembly and disassembly, and Greg and Olga Reznick for handling sound for 

the low stage throughout. Please enjoy a few photos of the low stage's "skeleton". 

Assembling the Stages  for the Games 
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San Francisco Branch Members at the Fort Worden Workshop 
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Report from TAC AGM and Summer School 

by Trina Merriman  

TACðsome of you know about this organization, and some of 

you don'tðis the Teacher's Association (Canada). It is an or-

ganization of Scottish Country Dance Teachers, offering all 

sorts of support and resources to help SCD teachers do what 

we love to do. 

Every year, there is an Annual General Meeting, which in this 

case means: 

§ A Friday evening dance, followed by a party;  

§ Then a Saturday morning dance class,  

§ Followed by the annual business meeting in the after-

noon. 

§ Then a banquet and ball, followed by a party. 

§ Sunday morning dance class and discussion groups, 

followed by general partying. 

So, while the group's goal is serious and worthy, there's a fair 

bit of fun involved! 

The annual meeting is followed by a week-long Summer 

School, which goes along much the same plan as the weekend 

AGM. Summer School, open to all Scottish Country dancers 
goes like this: 

§ Morning dance classes each day 

§ Afternoon optional classes (dancing or lecture-style) 

§ And evening dance, followed by a party. 

§ And, thrown in for good measure, is a tour or two, to 

enjoy the features of the locale, which changes every 

year. This year, Colorado. 

In addition to Summer School dance courses for dancers, there 

was also a full Candidate Course for those wanting to become 

SCD teachers (which began the week prior to the AGM, and 

lasted through the end of Summer School), a Music Course for 

those wanting to learn more about Scottish music and about 

playing for SCD, and this year (for the first time) a course was 

offered to certify teachers as Medal Test Assessors... more on 

this later. 

So all around the campus, were people engaged in many facets 

of the delights of Scottish Country Dance. Working. Laughing. 
Learning. Making new friends. Getting re-acquainted with old 

friends. And having really a lot of fun! 

This year's TAC Annual General Meeting and Sumer School 

was held at the University of Northern Colorado in Greeley, 

Colorado. The venue was fantastic, and the staff there catered 

to our every whim! This year's event was attended by a very 

large number of San Francisco Branch members... a quarter of 

the total group. We made a lively and honorable showing! 

Tim Wilson was one of the five teachers featured for the week, 

and his classes were as wonderful and fun as we all know him 

to be! And Marjorie McLaughlin (We know she really belongs 

in the SF Branch, in spite of living in San Diego!) was another 
of the featured Summer School teachers.... a bit of fun, there, 

too, along with good skill-development, and such. 

And Ron Wallace, supported by Irene Patterson and Nora Suth-

erland, taught the Candidate class, nurturing and guiding new 

teachers along that path. Ron also led us in the Saturday Night 

Ball's Grand March, piping us into a giant human St. Andrew's 

cross.  

A few SF Branch members came and stayed only for the AGM 

weekend; some came for Summer School only, some came for 

the Music course, some came for the Candidate course, some 

took the Medal Test course. Some stayed for the whole of the 

AGM and Summer School. It was wonderful to see so many 

familiar faces dancing with the Rocky Mountains in the back-

ground. 

Some SF Branch members chose to drive to Colorado, to spend 

time enjoying the spectacular scenery... the Sierras, the Rocky 

Mountains, the many fabulous National Parks and Monuments 

in southern Utah. Paula Jacobson and Alan Twhigg carpooled 

and made it an extended holiday. The Harvey's followed TAC 
with a visit to old friends in New Mexico. Peter Radcliff and 

Dotty Lieber took a leisurely drive to and from the Bay Area to 

see what they could see! 

We enjoyed the usual spectrum of Colorado weather.... mostly 

lovely, with occasional storms thrown in to keep it interesting. 

Sadly, one of those cloudy-weather days coincided with our 

planned day-trip to Rocky Mountain National Park at Estes...  

peaks over 12,000', spectacularly beautiful. But on that day, it 

looked no different than a heavy-fog summer day in San Fran-

cisco. We have photographic evidence... a solid frame of white! 

The experience deepened my sympathy for travelers who come 
from far and wide to see the Golden Gate Bridge in the summer-

time, only to see a bit of roadway disappearing into a soft white 

mist! Those who, instead, toured breweries fared better, and 

returned to campus feeling no pain! 

That day wrapped up with an evening concert by all the musi-

cians. WOW! We had such a fine music all during the event. 

Marian Anderson and her band played for the AGM and for the 

evening dances and the Balls. Band members played for the 

classes and were fab! 

There was ample evidence of fun being had in the music 

school... especially at the aforementioned partying after almost 

everything, when musicians and dancers got together to share 

good times, music, fun, food, etc. 

Music school, headed by Isobelle Hodgson, with Graham Bell 

and Max Ketchin, was a small group, so the students were treat-

ed to lots of individual attention. There were 4 pianists, 1 accor-

dionist and 4 fiddlers, and they all had the opportunity to get to 

know the members of the Marian Anderson band, and to play at 

various dances. Keith Smith led the fiddlers for the country-

western night dance. I have it on good authority (our own Annie 

Rodier) that there was easily as much laughter as there was re-

hearsal... but the end result was great! 

Juliet Davoren attended the Medal Test Assessor course. This is 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Synopsis of Branch Committee Meetings 

By Bradley Hobbs, Vice Chair  

September meeting 

The Branch Committee is working on plans to celebrate the 

Branchôs 50th anniversary next year. The most notable event 

will be the combined 50th anniversary gala/Valentineôs Ball. 

The Valentineôs Ball Committee is handling the details of this 

event. 

On the recommendation of the Teachersô Committee, the 

Branch Committee approved a youth rate for monthly parties. 

Dancers eighteen and younger may attend monthly parties for 

$6, half the membership rate. In light of the increased Member-

ship rates, the Branch Committee voted to extend the discount-
ed monthly party rate to our Branch members with limited in-

comes. The Branch Committee is concerned with the declining 

attendance at monthly parties. 

The Branch Committee voted to allocate some money from the 

Mark deLemos Music Fund to support the Musiciansô Work-

shop organized by the Berkeley class. The workshop will take 

place at St. Clementôs Church in Berkeley on 1 November. 

Workshop attendees will play the first set of dances at the 

monthly party later that night. 

On money issues, we are re-evaluating the method in which we 

record our ledger. We are fortunate to have members on our 
committee with business organizational and accounting exper-

tise. Following their advice, we are working to get a more ac-

curate picture of our financial standing. 

October meeting 

At the October Branch Committee meeting, we vote on how to 

direct our delegates to vote at the Societyôs (HQ) Annual Gen-

eral Meeting, held in November. The main issue up for vote at 

the AGM is the legal restructuring of the Society. To better 

conform to Scottish law, the Society endeavors to become what 

is known as a ñCompany Limited by Guaranteeò (CLG). The 

Branch Committee supports the spirit of the motion, but is con-

cerned with some of the possible ramifications. 

The other important motion is the one put on the ballot by the 

New Zealand Branch. New Zealand proposes that full certificate 

teachers (Part 2 teachers) who so chose at membership renewal 

time, receive one free numbered RSCDS dance book a year. It is 

thought that this would help keep active teachers world-wide 
current with the new dances. Following the clear support of this 

motion from the Teachers Committee, the Branch Committee 

voted to endorse this motion in a divided vote. 

The Asilomar Workshop was discussed at the October meeting. 

Because the Asilomar State Park has been raising their fees (and 

adding other fees), the workshop has been losing money over 

the last few years despite excellent leadership from our Asi-

lomar Committee. This year attendance is down to the point 

where we must seriously consider the future of this world-

renowned dance workshop. If you have enjoyed this workshop 

in the past, please consider attending this yearðit may be the 

last for a little while. If you have always wanted to attend the 
Asilomar workshop, but havenôt yet, now is your chance. Schol-

arships are available for Branch members. 

The Branch Committee received the preliminary budget from 

the Valentineôs Ball Committee. To celebrate our 50th anniver-

sary, the Valentineôs Ball Committee is considering having a sit

-down dinner before the ball at an additional cost for those who 

choose this option. 

Supporting Jane Muirheadôs recommendation, the Branch Com-

mittee voted to discount certain music CDs to $6. 

Next monthôs meeting will be a special meeting to focus on 

membership recruitment and retainment. All dancers in our 
Branch are invited to attend. We hope to be able to hold the 

meeting at the November monthly party venue in Hayward. 

Check the Branch website for further developments. 

And, as always, all Branch Committee meetings are open to all 

Branch members. Please feel free to join us. 
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a course that certifies 

teachers to offer Medal 

Test Assessments, provid-

ing structured and progres-
sive learning to students. 

The goal is to encourage 

young dancers to develop 

their abilities and to have a 

sense of the progress and 

the standard of their own 

dancing. 

The candidate class also 

was a showcase for SF 

Branch dancers... 3 of the 9 

members of the class were 

from our Branch. And Ron 
Wallace tutored. Lisa 

Scott, of Portland Oregon 

was the class pianist, won-

derfully supporting the 

rigorous learning with 

lovely music. Students from our Branch were: Emily Rose Beck Musseman, Emma Turano and Crystal Goodwin (from Reno).  The 

course covered levels 2, 3 and 5, so there was a broad spectrum of learning going on. From the total of 15 exams that were taken, 13 

were passed. Good work all around!  

The rest of the bunch of us attended dance classes, at various levels, enjoying the fine teaching of Graham Donald, Helen Russell, 

Tim Wilson, Marjorie McLaughlin, and Keith Bark. All classes had fabulous live music from members of the music staff: Marian 

Anderson, Keith Smith, Judi Nicolson, Max Ketchin, Steve Carcary, Graham Bell and Isobelle Hodgson. In the Bay Area, we are 
used to live music for many of our classes and events. For many others, this was a rare and treasured treat! And, for us, a reminder 

of the musical wealth we have here at home. 

For me, this was 10 days of heaven.... the Colorado Rockies right there, dear friends and new ones, the music, the dance, the warmth 

of the community. It lacked only sleep... but I've since made up that loss! And the smile is still on my face. 

(TAC continued from page 9) 

 

Lost and Found? 
 

Did you lose something at the Pleasanton games this year? A long sleeved white shirt? A brown 

sweatshirt, perhaps? A pair of Levis? A nice red sun hat or a metal garden stake with a dragonfly 

on it? Did you lose something at the games in a previous year, or at a Monthly Party or Asilomar? 

We pick up and keep Lost and Found! See the Branch website for a listing or talk to your class 

manager or the event Chair for the event in question. We want to return your belongings to you! 

http://www.rscds-sf.org/lostAndFound/ 




