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From the Chair 

by Don MacQueen, Branch Chair  

I am happy to announce that there will be no increases in either 

membership dues or monthly party admission prices for the com-

ing year. One of the Branch Committee's standard items for its 

June meeting is to elect officers for the coming year: all of the 

2014-2015 officers have agreed to continue in their roles for 2015-

2016. That will be Bradley Hobbs as vice-chair, Sylvain Pelletier 

as treasurer, Donna Weidenfeller as corresponding secretary, Mar-

garet Ward as recording secretary, and myself as chair. Much 

thanks to all! We, the Branch, have received a short note from 

RSCDS HQ congratulating us on our 50th anniversary as a 

Branch. We had it out on the table at the June monthly party, and I 
hope to have it out for your viewing pleasure at our Fall events.  

 

Happy dancing! 

Ah! Asilomar  

by Charlotte Greig for Asilomar Weekend 2015  

Still undecided about this yearôs Asilomar Weekend? You know 

that we think that the Branchôs Asilomar Weekend is a real special 

treat. 

 

Itôs not just an excuse to put on your kilt, or dress up for Saturday 

nightôs ball, itôs also a great opportunity to catch up with friends, 

try out some new dance techniques, enjoy the oceanside location 

and have a wonderful time!  

 

Catch our new video at Asilomar Weekend Scottish Country 

Dance Weekend on Youtube or watch it direct on our home page 
asilomar.rscds-sf.org  

 

We still have some places available. Find the application at  

asilomar.rscds-sf.org 

 

Looking for a Place to Party this Summer? 

 

The fun continues in Crockett on the last Tuesday of every 

month. Thatôs June 30th, July 28th, August 25th, and on into 

the fall! Live Music! Just off of I-80 in Crockett (just this side 

of the Carquinez bridge) at the Crockett Community Center, 

850 Pomona St, Crockett, CA 94525. Call Lori Howard, (925) 

934-1928, for more information. 

https://youtu.be/OS3NBOokb7E
https://youtu.be/OS3NBOokb7E
http://asilomar.rscds-sf.org/
http://asilomar.rscds-sf.org/
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Note from the Corresponding Secretary  

by Donna Weidenfeller  

Margaret Renton passed away April 2015. Most of our branch 

members did not know her or of her. She was a quiet ambassa-

dor for our branch for several years. She represented us along 

with Robert Mackay and Philip Whitley at the AGM held in 

Scotland. As a tribute to Margaret I will share with you infor-

mation her dear friend Elizabeth Allan shared with me and gave 

permission to reprint. 

Margaret was born and educated in Edinburgh. She started 

Scottish Country dancing in school as was the custom. By 1974 

she had earned her teaching certificate. She was a long time 

member of the highly regarded Edinburgh demonstration team. 
She was a volunteer at Headquarters; she especially enjoyed 

working with the archives. She lived in Edinburgh her entire 

life; through dancing she met people and developed friendships 

from around the world.  

Margaret attended the advanced class, Trad Balls, Edinburgh 

balls, and other dance events throughout the city as well as on 

the Continent. Often she was accompanied by her long time 

friend Elizabeth who also is an accomplished dancer. 

She continued dancing regularly until a few months prior to her 

passing. One of her favorite dances was ñGang the Same Gateò 

According to Elizabeth she was at her happiest when she was 
dancing.  

I was in Edinburgh at the time of her passing and attended her 

funeral. There was a great turn out; standing room only at the 

funeral home. The attendees were the ñwho's whoò of the Scot-

tish dance world. She was highly regarded and will be missed 

by our Scottish dance community. 

New CD 

The Austrailan duo, Chris Duncan and Catherine Strutt, have 

released a new CD, Carriages at Midnight, that features a track 

for The Elusive Muse, a dance by our very own Tim Wilson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Complete information available at:  

 www.carriagesatmidnight.org 

The San Francisco Branch turns Fifty! 
The San Francisco Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society was officially formed at a meeting sponsored by the Reel 

and Strathspey Club on July 12, 1965. This was at the suggestion of none other than Miss Jean Milligan when she visited in 1961. 

The objective was to bring together the various Scottish Dance groups in the Bay Area, including the Reel and Strathspey Club and 

the Lafayette class. The Reel and Strathspey Club had been meeting since 1946 and had published the first edition of the Reel and 

Strathspeyper in 1964 (see facing page).  (This explains why this discussion of the  50th anniversary of the Branch is in the 51st 

volume of the newsletter.) By this time, the San Francisco Caledonian Club had been staging games for one hundred years. The 

first Asilomar Weekend had been held in 1958. And several of the names found in the records leading up to the formation of the 
Branch are very familiar; they include Kathleen McAdam, Fred Macondray and Fred Sommers. (You can find the history in great 

detail on the Branch website at: http://www.rscds-sf.org/history/ thanks to Eugene Bissell and Larry Wakeman.)  

 

The formation of the Branch was not the beginning of Scottish Dance in the Bay Area, but it represented a significant step forward 

in the consolidation of the community. Many of the concerns voiced then continue to be voiced today. It is a tribute to the structure 

of the Branch, its association with the RSCDS, and, most of all, to the continuing dedication of the Branch members that devote 

their time and energy to the management of the Branch and to the organization of Branch events. 

 

The Branch organizers  laid a foundation that endured and supported the musical renaissance of the 1970ôs, the ongoing classes 

and teacher training, and the vital community that we enjoy now.  

 

 Happy Birthday to All!  

http://www.carriagesatmidnight.org/
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JULY 2015 

Mon-Fri   6-10   English Scottish Contra Week at Pin-
ewoods. ESC is a new session delivering an integrat-
ed program of English, Scottish & Contra dancing. 
Dancers of all levels welcome. Open to campers 13 
a& up. $365 for CDS-Boston/RSCDS members, $375 
for non-members, $275 for ages 13-25. 
$10 discount for adults (over 25) who pay within 2 
weeks of receiving their acceptance email. Contact 
Meghan Murrart at 781-775-9788, meghan-
ism@gmail.com or Dan Blim at 734-883-6460, 
danblim@umich.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Meyer Billners from Pinewoods Website 

 
Fri-next Sat   10-18   Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Session I & II at Pinewoods.  Session 1 July 10-13  
$310, ($285 RSCDS)Session 2  July 13-18  $415 
($390 RSCDS) Both sessions  $675 ($650 RSCDS)
$50 depos- it 
per ses-
sion per 
applicant. 
See web-
site for de-
tails, finan-
cial assis-
tance, 
scholar-

ships.Contact Beth Birdsall 802-989-3147, or Linda 
McJannet at 617-491-8180, both at scdpin-
ewoods@rscdsboston.org  

AUGUST  2015 

Mon-Fri, 24-28     Wolfville (NS) Scotch on the Rocks. 
Classes: 9:30am-12.30pm. (classes at Intermediate-
Advanced level). Two one-half day excursions. One 1-
hour massage designed to help keep one dancing 
through the years. Teachers: Duncan & Maggie Kep-
pie.Music: MiniMacs. Cdn/US $200; Cdn$100 for non-
dancing partners. Accommodations not included. Spe-
cial rates at Old Orchard Inn. See flyer for further in-
formation. Contact Valley Scottish Country Dancers 
902-542-5320 keppie@eastlink.ca. 
[www.vscd.info/2014_SCD_week.pdf] 

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER   2015 

Aug 28 - Sept 2   Fri-Wed  Salzburg (Austria) SCD 
Workshop and Tourist Program, Salzburg, Austria. 
Fri: ceilidh 7pm; Sat classes morn & aft, ball; Sun 
morn class, optional tour of Salzburg, Mon-Wed op-
tional tourist program. Teachers: Ron Wallace , Jim 
Cook. Ceilidh music: Liam Smith & his band, Ball mu-
sic: Sarah-Jane Summers, Workshop music: Sue 
Bollans,Silke Groshoz. Meals, snacks, drinks provid-
ed. US$255.Contact Regina Freinbichler rfreinbich-
ler@gmx.at. [www.turnverein-maxglan.at/
workshop.htm] 

SEPTEMBER   2015 
Fri-Sun,  11-13     Port Townsend (WA) Fort Worden 
Dance Workshop Weekend. Sponsored by Seattle 
Branch RSCDS. Fri: Welcome dance 8-11pm; Sat: 
classes 9-noon & 1:15-2:30pm, Ball 8-11:30pm; Sun 
am class. Teachers: Patricia Houghton, Rebecca 
Blackhall Peters, Sandy Gallamore, Gordon Robinson. 
Music: Deby Benton Grosjean, Calum MacKinnon, 
Ralph Gordon, Andy Imbrie. Ball is semi-formal/
formal attire. Music workshop on Friday afternoon. 
Contact Elizabeth Miller 206-7828345 3mart-
let@gmail.com or Kathi Ploeger (Registrar) 
fwreg@rscds-seattle.org. [www.rscds-seattle.org] 

Fri-Sun,  11-13      Sebring (FL) Sebring Florida SCD 
Weekend. Sponsored by Orlando, FL Branch 
RSCDS.    Fri: dance 8pm; Sat: class 8:45am-
12:30pm, dinner & dance 6pm; Sun: class 9-10:30am. 

RSCDS EVENTS ELSEWHERE Å 2015 
Revised 3/25/15 Å Compiled by Mimi Mueller   mimimueller@juno.com  

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events,  

try the Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

 

Please note that some events offer discounts for early registration. These are in bold type when I am aware of them.   

mailto:keppie@eastlink.ca
http://www.vscd.info/2014_SCD_week.pdf
mailto:rfreinbichler@gmx.at
mailto:rfreinbichler@gmx.at
http://www.turnverein-maxglan.at/workshop.htm
http://www.turnverein-maxglan.at/workshop.htm
mailto:3martlet@gmail.com
mailto:3martlet@gmail.com
mailto:fwreg@rscds-seattle.org
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/
mailto:mimimueller@juno.com
http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
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RSCDS-SF CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS Å 2015  
Revised 6/9/2015 Å Compiled by Amy Van Doren  

vandoren.amy.l@gmail.com   

AUGUST 2015 

15, Sa: 4:30 pm, SUMMER BY THE SEA, sponsored by the 

Santa Cruz Class, Peace United Church of Christ, 900 High 

St, Santa Cruz. Live Music by Janet Kurnick and Andy 
Imbrie. Info:  Susan Elgin at 831-335-

7288 or elgin@cruzio.com.   Review for Summer by the 

Sea on Monday, August 10th, 7:30 pm, San Jose 

Class.  Teacher:  Paula Jacobson 

OCTOBER 2015 

24, Sa and 31 Sa: 1:15-4:30pm, Asilomar Ball Preview, St. 

Mark's Church, 600 Colorado Ave.  Palo Alto, CA 94705 

Teacher: Paula Jacobson Cost: $10 one session, $16 for 2 

sessions at either location 

25, Su and  Nov 1, Su: 1:15-4:30pm St.Clement's Church, 2837 

Claremont Blvd  Berkeley, CA 94306 Teacher: Bruce 

Herbold Cost: $10 one session, $16 for 2 sessions at either 

location 

NOVEMBER 2015 
13-15, Fr-Su: ANNUAL ASILOMAR WEEKEND AND 

BALL at Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove, 

CA.  Applications due on Tuesday April 28. Asilomar 

Chair: Patti Cobb at 510-858-7588 or 

pkcobb23@gmail.com  Website:  http://

sfasilomardance.wix.com/asilomarweekend2015  

  

Teachers: Norma Wilson, James Kutzner. Recorded 
music. Florida casual attire. Saturday Lunch / Dinner. 
US$128. Price includes accommodation, t-shirt, 2 
evening dances, Sat lunch & dinner. Contact Mary 
Baird 407-862-4248. [www.rscdsOrlandoBranch.org] 

Fri-Sun, 18-20     High View (WV) Scottish Weekend at 
Timber Ridge Camp. Sponsored by Scottish Week-
end. Friday Welcome Dance, classes Saturday morn-
ing, evening dress Ball followed by a ceilidh; Sunday 
morning classes. Teachers: Antoine Rousseau, Janet 
Walker, Ellie Briscoe. Music :Jim Lindsay. Casual, 
semiformal, formal attire. US$275. All meals Friday 
dinner through Sunday lunch, refreshments/snacks. 
Weekend includes Camp located in beautiful West 
Virginia mountains.Contact Scottish Weekend 
2015@scottishweekend.org. 
[www.scottishweekend.org] 

FEBRUARY   2016 

Fri-Sun,  12-14  Honolulu (HI) Aloha Winter Weekend 
(38th Annual Workshop). Sponsored by RSCDS Ha-
waii Branch. Fri: eve dance; Sat: classes 9am-2pm, 
eve ball; Sun: class 9:30-11:30am, eve ceilidh. Teach-
er: Linda Henderson. Music: Humuhumunukunukua-
pua'a & Strathspey Society Band. Classes: casual 
attire, Ball: semi-formal attire. Most meals provided. 
Contact Melissa Lindsay 808-256-3347 mlind-
say@hawaii.rr.com or Bruce McEwan 808-265-1141 
bemacewan@gmail.com. [www.rscdsHawaii.org] 

APRIL   2016 

Fri-Sun,  15-17   Spring Fling, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
For dancers 12-35 at all levels. Contact Moira Thomp-
son: Moira.Thompson@rscds.org, phone +44(0)131 
225 3854, or Rachel Shankland: 
springfling2016@yahoo.co.uk, phone: 44(0)7548 548 
145. 

 

from the Seattle Branch RSCDS website 

mailto:vandoren.amy.l@gmail.com
tel:831-335-7288
tel:831-335-7288
mailto:elgin@cruzio.com
http://www.rscdsorlandobranch.org/
mailto:2015@scottishweekend.org
http://www.scottishweekend.org/
mailto:mlindsay@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:mlindsay@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:bemacewan@gmail.com
http://www.rscdshawaii.org/





