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Toasting the Mousies 

by Sara Gratiot 

"Toast" as in "to raise a glass to" 

At the April monthly party, it was brought to my attention that 
there may be some misinformation circulating about the "Toast 
to the Mousies" tune and dance. When I first asked Keith Smith 
for permission to use his tune, and inquired about the title and 
inspiration, his response was, “There have been a number of 
mice incidents over the years but one in particular was trying to 
humanely catch and eject small cute field-mice that were making 
rather loud munching noises in my house whilst a pal and I were 
trying to record Scottish music...” 

(See Mousies, continued on page 7) 

RSCDS Winter School for the First TIme 
By Victoria Lewis 

I had always wanted to attend Winter School in Pitlochry, Scot-
land and in February of this year it happened. Frank Simeone and 
I joined a group of dancers from the San Francisco class who in-
cluded Eileen Richey, Mark Caplin, Donna Weidenfeller, and 
Harry Andrews. From the moment we drove up to the Atholl Pal-
ace Hotel, I was dazzled. 

(See Winter, continued on page 4) 

News From the Branch Committee 
By Don MacQueen, Chair 

Probably the single most important concern the Branch Committee 
is considering right now is that of finding a new Valentines Ball 
Chair. That, in combination with lower-than-hoped-for attendance 
for the last couple of years, leading to financial losses, has us con-
sidering how to move forward with this event. The Scottish Rite 
Center has become very expensive, so we’re considering moving 
to a new location, or perhaps cutting out the after-dance food (or 
simplifying it to just dessert). We’d love to hear your input on this. 

The May monthly party (3:00 pm at the Hill and Valley Club in 
Hayward) is also our Annual General Meeting. Branch Committee 
election ballots will be mailed a little over two weeks prior. You 
can also expect to be asked at the AGM to vote on some simple 
but necessary terminology changes to the Branch bylaws. 

Thanks, and happy dancing! 

Notes From the Editor 

by Kristi Closser 

I have good news, and bad news. As many of you have probably 
heard, the good news is that I got a job starting in August! The bad 
news is that I will be moving to Fresno and will likely be unable to 
continue the newsletter due to my new commitments. I plan to get 
the July/August issue together, but after that, I will either need 
someone to take over, or minimally step in as an assistant editor 
until someone else can be found. Please let me or the branch com-
mittee know ASAP if you might be able to do this.  

There are currently lots of opportunities to volunteer for the 
branch so, particularly if you are not already helping out, consider 
joining the branch committee, editing the newsletter (hint, hint), 
chairing the Valentine’s ball, etc. It is always easier when every-
one does a little bit.  

On another note, it would be lovely to have class reports for the 
next issue, so class managers consider writing something or ap-
pointing someone from your class to write up a brief synopsis of 
the year and send it in before June 3rd.  

And don’t worry, I won’t be going too far…I’m already planning 
for Pleasanton, Asilomar, and Hogmanay… 

v o l u m e  5 3    n u m b e r  5   
M a y / J u n e ,  2 0 1 7  

SF Branch and friends at winter school, with the famous portrait of Neil Gow  
L to R: Mark Caplin, Eileen Richey, Donna Weidenfeller, Helen Russell (current 
RSCDS chair), unknown dancer, Brian Nelson, Harry Andrews, Victoria Lewis, 
Cheri Nelson, Frank Simone.  

Toasting 60 Years 

by Kristi Closser 

At the April Monthly Party a very special anniversary for Roy 
and Janet Hayter was commemorated—their 60th wedding anni-
versary! Bruce Herbold wrote a dance for them entitled 
“Diamonds are Forever Dancing” which was performed and then 
danced by everyone during the first break to a lovely tune com-
posed by Patti Cobb. Following is the speech their son Paul 
gave, which was accompanied a Champagne toast at the party. 

(See Anniversary, continued on page 7) 
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The Minutes in Brief from March/April Branch Meetings 

By Bradley Hobbs, BC Vice-Chair 

At the Branch Committee’s March and April meetings, issues discussed involved promoting SCD to recruit new danc-
ers and Branch members, the many dance 
events the Branch hosts, the annual budg-
et and membership dues review, and up-
dating our Bylaws.   

At last year’s Pleasanton Highland Gath-
ering and Games some dance classes had 
postcards to promote their dance group. 
From this, the Branch Committee thought 
that producing a Branch postcard might 
be an effective tool to recruit new danc-
ers. Heather MacKay has created a post-
card, featuring photographs of dancers, a 
brief description of Scottish Country 
Dancing and contact information, and 
should be available soon for classes and 
dance groups to distribute in a Branch-
wide recruiting effort. 

In March we reviewed the Branch budget and once again discussed how to cope with Branch events losing money de-
spite event chairs and organizers practicing fiscal restraint. In evaluating the Branch membership dues for the 
2017/2018 dance year, we decided, on the whole, to keep dues as they are. There are two components to the member-
ship dues: a portion which goes to the Society headquarters to support the RSCDS infrastructure, and the rest which 
stays with the Branch to cover insurance, events and other expenses. Branch-only dues, for dancers who are primary 
members of another Branch, will be reduced to $25. Our Lifetime members will see a slight increase in their member-
ship dues. Lifetime members, like youth and young adult members, pay only the Branch portion of membership dues.  

On the membership form, there has been a contribution line to assist dancers wanting to attend the Valentine’s Ball. 
Regrettably, this fund has been under-used. The fund will remain intact for future dancers, but a new line to help un-
derwrite the Valentine’s Ball itself will now replace the dancer fund line. 

As Don MacQueen alluded to in his article, the Valentine’s Ball is in jeopardy. The Scottish Rite Center in Oakland, 
where we have held the ball since 1979 has gotten too expensive given the number of attendees we have to support the 
event. Putting the 2018 Valentine’s Ball at further risk is that we have no chair to organize the event. It is up to you if 
you want a local ball: volunteer. It would be a shame to lose the Valentine’s Ball. 

Plans for this year’s Asilomar Weekend are proceeding well thanks to Patti Cobb and the Asilomar Committee. Patti 
has worked hard to keep this event affordable without compromising the high standards of this world-class event. 
Don’t miss this exciting weekend—November 17-19. Scholarships are available. Register now. 

The Jean Patrick Memorial Dance co-chairs Don MacQueen and Margaret Ward have submitted their budget for this 
Labor Day weekend dance. We are looking forward to having Chris Duncan and Catherine Strutt on tour from Austral-
ia to play for this event. Because they are touring, the travel expenses are minimal. 

The monthly party schedule for the 2017/2018 has been set. Because many classes and dance groups have holiday par-
ties in December, it has been difficult to find a class willing to host the January Monthly Party. The Mountain View 
class stepped up to assume responsibility of the January party; otherwise, there was discussion of cancelling that party. 
An alternative event was suggested at an earlier Teachers’ Committee meeting. 

The Bylaws have been updated to correspond with the Society’s terminology changes since it reorganized from a Scot-
tish charity to a Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee. The changes to the Bylaws were only in terminolo-
gy: Branches are now legally referred to as “Local Associations” and the Society’s constitution has been replaced with 
“Articles of Association”. Dancing remains the same: a pas de Basque still has three beats. 

As you can see, the Branch Committee deals with a lot of business to keep the Branch humming along. However, with 
the start of the new membership year on 1 July 2017 we will have two vacant seats on the committee. It is important to 

have a full committee of nine members—not only to share the work, but also to ensure that all classes and points of 
view are represented. In the event of vacancies on the Branch Committee, the Bylaws allow the Branch Committee to 

appoint full Branch members to the Branch Committee for a one-year term (until the next election). Now is your 
chance to participate in Branch Committee business--try it for a year. Please contact any Branch Committee member if 
you would consent to joining the Branch Committee. Thank you.  

Your Branch Needs Your Help! 
 
This is a story about four people named Everybody,    
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody 

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was 
asked to do it. But Everybody was sure that Somebody 
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry about that, because it was             
Everybody's job.  

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody       
realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. 

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when      
Nobody did what Anybody could have done. 
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Asilomar Weekend Accepting Applications! 

by Charlotte Greig, Asilomar Weekend Marketing Chair 

There is no Scottish Country Dance Weekend quite like it. We in-
vite you to join us at Asilomar this November. 

We're thrilled to announce our core faculty will be Fred DeMarse, 
Alameda, CA, Chandi McCracken, Minneapolis, MN, Mary Mur-
ray, North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, Sue Porter, Oban, 
Scotland and Gary Thomas, Santa Rosa, CA. All are wonderful, 
world-class teachers. 

Musicians for Saturday night's Kim McGarrity Memorial Ball will 
be the popular local Scottish dance band Hood, Wink & Swagger, 
that's Ron Wallace, Gary Thomas and Steve Wyrick and their spe-
cial guests Lisa Doyle, Erik Ievins and Donald Robertson. Laura 
Risk and Nicholas Williams, of the Montreal based band Les 
Joueurs de Bon Accord! will be our musicians for Friday night's 
Welcome Social Dance. We can't wait to dance to these talented 
musicians! 

As we've gotten ready to take applications, we've had an opportuni-
ty to review what we like about the Asilomar Weekend. Whether 
you're a first time attendee, or have been attending for years, Viki 
Lewis and Frank Simeone's video about the Weekend is well worth 
watching.  It gives a great sense of what the Weekend is all about. 
Head over to our web page: asilomar.rscds-sf.org to watch it there 
or watch it on YouTube: https://youtu.be/OS3NBOokb7E. 

The Asilomar Weekend takes place Friday-Sunday, November 
17th-19th 2017 at the Asilomar  Conference Grounds in Pacific 
Grove. Sign up soon and plan on being at Asilomar, 2017! Its a mar-
velous weekend of making and meeting friends, and dancing. We 
look forward to meeting you there. 

Apply online or by mail. Deposits are due by Friday, April 28th. For 
full details and to apply, please go directly to asilomar.rscds-sf.org. 

 

Kathy Wendell Jorgensen—Monterey Class 

This is why I love Scottish country dancing: 
If I'm tired when I get to dance class or a 

party, I'm energized when I leave. 
If I'm feeling 

isolated when I 
start, I feel 
connected 

when I leave. 

If I'm stressed 
when I start 
dancing, I'm 
exhilarated 

when I leave. 
SCD restores 

my joyful   
equilibrium and massages my brain! 

Angels Needed 
 
For the Unit 3 and 5 exams on May 13th at the 
American Legion Hall from 12:30-4:00pm 
 
 American Legion Willow Glen, Post 318  
 1504 Minnesota Avenue 
 San Jose, CA 95125 
 

Volunteer dancers: 

 should have at least 8 months experience  

 Intermediate and advanced levels are welcome 

 Ability to follow teachers instructions required 

 Please provide your name and email address, so 
we can notify you of any updates to the planning 
of the event 
 

Sign up at:  
signupgenius.com/go/904094dada828aa8-angel 
Or contact Armin Busse:  
arminbusse+exam2017@gmail.com 

From Sylvain: 

A room block was reserved at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton for the 
Pleasanton Games weekend. The 
web page below is the easiest way to 
get to the website to book the hotel 
reservation. The rate is $95.00 and it 
does include a Full American Break-
fast for 1-2 guests at the hotel. The 
rate for 3 is $99 and $104 for 4. If 
you are more than 4 in the room or if 
the link is an issue please call hotel 
reservations at 925-463-8000: The 
group name is under "RSCDS - SF 
Branch" 

For Online Reservations at the hotel 
website use the group code: 
SCO to get the block rate.  If possi-
ble, book your room by May 1st. The 
hotel does not charge your credit 
card until you check-in. You can al-
ways cancel if you need to before the 
weekend. August 10th is the cut-off 
on this room block but it's very likely 
it sells out before then. 

https://sfasilomardance.wixsite.com/asilomarweekend/what-to-expect
https://youtu.be/OS3NBOokb7E
http://asilomar.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094dada828aa8-angel
mailto:arminbusse@gmail.com
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/P/PLEPCDT-SCO-20170901/index.jhtml;jsessionid=R3PJ2A2QJC2YYCSQA0O3EWQ
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/P/PLEPCDT-SCO-20170901/index.jhtml;jsessionid=R3PJ2A2QJC2YYCSQA0O3EWQ
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It is truly a castle, sitting on the top of a hill or mound as they call it, 
overlooking the charming town of Pitlochry, gateway to the Highlands. 
This is where we walked to some of our classes that were held in town 
halls and meeting places.  

The classes were multi-leveled and demanding and the bar was set high. 
The teachers included Mary Murray (who will be teaching at Asilomar 
this year), William Williamson, Johan Maclean, Raphaelle Orgeret and 
Mervyn Short. Each teacher brought a different focus to their classes and 
we were all impressed with the learning experience.  

After the morning classes, we were free to roam about Pitlochry and 
grab lunch in various cafes. My favorite was Hettie’s Tearoom where 
the tea arrived with little hourglasses to ensure it was steeped to perfec-

tion. There were shops with Scottish attire to browse through. But 
best of all was the fish ladder next to the Pitlochry Power Station on 
the River Tummel just a few blocks away. We couldn’t help wish-
ing Bruce Herbold was there as we gazed upon the ascending pools 
that allow the salmon to swim upstream. 

There were different tours during the five-day program. There was 
the Eden Mill Distillery Gin Tasting. Mark and Eileen loved the 
Pitlochry Theatre tour and all of us went on the Scone (pronounced 
“scoon”) Palace tour. There we saw splendor up the wazoo and en-

joyed shortbread and tea afterwards. 
There were peacocks everywhere, 
the progeny of “Patrick” who was 
beheaded for damaging an expen-
sive car—but not before he begot 
more peacocks.  

Every night there was social danc-
ing in the Atholl Suite, a hall inside 
the hotel. It was great to see one of 
Tim Wilson’s dances on the pro-
gram, Linnea’s Strathspey. All of us 
San Francisco dancers gathered in 
one set to honor our local hero.  The 
music was led by accordionist, 

Luke Brady who really delivered. He was joined by Adam Brady, 
Peter Shand, Maureen Rutherford and Angela Young and they were 
amazing. At night Luke played American ragtime music on keyboard while William Williamson serenaded us as we rested our 
tired feet beside a cozy fireplace. There may have been a wee bit of gin in those cups that we sipped. Williamson, who is also a 
freelance broadcaster, led an entertaining and at times, hilarious, Ceilidh on Saturday night. The denouement was the formal ball 
at Blair Castle. That was one of the experiences we came for—to dance in a Scottish castle. It was everything we imagined and 

more. The music was 
spectacular—the Jim 
Lindsay band. The 
visual highlight for me 
was a portrait of Neil 
Gow, a famous fiddle 
player and composer 
with his original violin 
displayed in a case. All 
and all it was a fabu-
lous experience and I 
recommend it to any-
one who wants to be 
Cinderella for a night 
—with some serious 
Scottish dancing, real-
ly nice people, pea-
cocks, fish ladders and 
gin on the side.  

(Winter, continued from page 1) 

The Luke Brady Band 

A fish ladder 

Victoria Lewis and Frank Simone at The Blair Castle Ball 

Donna Weidenfeller and Harry Andrews 
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San Francisco branch dancers enjoying dancing in Edinburgh this winter. 

There is always a flurry of dance events 
in Edinburgh during the cold, dark Win-
ter months. This is a great way to get 
folks out of the comfort of their warm, 
cozy homes during this time of the year. 
Several of our dancers were over for 
various personal events and we met up 
to dance. As Edinburgh has both RSCDS 
dances and club dances there are many 
opportunities to dance. The photos tell 
the story of our fun experiences dancing 
in Edinburgh. 
 —Donna Weidenfeller 

(below) 
Trinity Club Ball 
Donna Weidenfeller, Harry Andrews,  
Linda Henderson 

(above) 
Dunedin Social Dance 
Back Row: 
Mark Caplin, Claire 
Hunter Chow, Gary Scott, 
Eileen Richey,              
Donna Weidenfeller,  
Frank Simone 
Front Row: 
Juliet Davoren, Harry  
Andrews, Victoria Lewis 

Trinity Club Dance 
Claire Hunter Chow, Harry Andrews,          
Donna Weidenfeller 

(left)  
January Charity Dance 
Donna Weidenfeller, Harry Andrews, Linda Henderson 

Dance, then, wherever you may be... 
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Inaugural RSCDS Dancing Achievement Award (DAA) Course for the San Francisco Branch 

Contributed by Trina Merrieman 

Fred DeMarse and Linda Henderson did a superb job of 
teaching… using the 5 classes to identify the needs and 
strengths of dancers, and enhance abilities. The class’ 
appreciation is shown here.. with a bit of humor. Ask 
them to tell you story behind the t-shirts! 

There were  24 dancers taking the Assessment.  We had such fun in our classes! The group was widely diverse, from all the bay area 
counties, from beginner to experienced, including other teachers and dem team members.  Live music by Steve and Julie Wyrick, 
excellent teaching by Fred DeMarse and Linda Henderson and dedicated effort by all made for a wonderful experience for all. 

Lots to learn…. 
more input, and 
ready to dance it 
again. What a 
fun class! 
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It was Keith's delightful tune that inspired me to devise the dance for it. The inscription on the dance directions reads, “I first heard 
Keith’s tune “Toast to the Mousies” in a set by the same name on the CD, Highland Shortbread, with Keith Smith and Muriel John-
stone, released by Scotscores in 2009. The tune just makes me happy, and I thought it needed a light, fun, whisker-wiggling, tail-
twitching dance. The dance was finally devised for the Sunday morning combined class at the San Francisco Branch’s Annual Asi-
lomar Weekend Workshop in 2016. Bars 9–16 honor our kept creatures that get their exercise on a wheel. Bars 17–24 depict the skit-
tering into and out of mouse holes and hidey-holes.” 

It is, of course, possible that other people may have their own mouse stories, including the one revealed to me about an unfortunate 
mouse and a toaster! However, I can assure you with 100% certainty that such incidences have nothing to do with either Keith 
Smith's tune, "Toast to the Mousies," or the reel of the same name. I hope you will perpetuate the true information as stated above, 
and help to quash other, less happy stories. 

(Mousies, continued from page 1) 

Good evening, my name is Paul Hayter. My parents are Roy and Janet Hayter, long time members of the branch, founding members 
of over 50 years. The celebration tonight is in celebration and honor of their 60th Wedding Anniversary. I know many of you have 
been friends for years given the duration they have been here as part of the branch including the 17 years they were in Houston 
forming a branch there. What is astonishing to me is the strength of the friendships of those within the branch, the Scottish Dance 
Community. Because when they returned to the Bay Area, their friendships were there. I want to honor the entire branch for the 
community, the spirit and the friendship. So I would like to offer a toast to love, friendship, and the blessings friends, and in honor of 
my parent's 60th Wedding Anniversary.  

(Anniversary, continued from page 1) 

(above)  
The set demonstrating Diamonds are 
Forever Dancing 
 
 
 
 
 
(left) 
Roy and Janet Hayter watch their dance 
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April 2017 

30: Sun, 1:45pm-4:15pm Featured Devisor Class. Intermediate/
Advanced level. $10 per class. Holbrook Palmer Park, 150 Watkins 
Ave, Atherton. Teachers: Lin Pettengill and Paula Jacobson. 

Info: Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-455-387. 

May 2017 

6: Sat, 3:00pm with walk-throughs at 2:15pm, Tea Dance, Monthly 
Party, Hill and Valley Club, 1808 B St, Hayward. Hosted by Berkeley 

Classes. Info: Mark Burt, 510-760-7595, m5burt@yahoo.com.   

20: Sat, 10:00am-4:00pm Workshop, 5:30pm-9:30pm Ball. Youth 
Workshop and Ball, sponsored by Santa Rosa Class. Monroe Hall, 
1400 W. College Ave, Santa Rosa. Teachers: Linda Henderson & 
Ron Wallace. Workshop: Intermediate/Advanced dancers under 35 
years. Ball: Open to Int/Adv dancers of all ages. Workshop $45    
before 4/20, $55 after 4/20. $5 additional sibling discount. Ball $20   
at the door. 
Info: Levi Bailey, 707-495 5704,  SRyouthworkshop@gmail.com. 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/scottishcountrydanceyouth. 

Santa Rosa Youth Workshop 2016 Attendees from Facebook.com/Scottishcountrydanceyouth/. 

20: Sat, 10:30am Workshop, 7:00pm, Ball, Sacramento Spring    
Workshop and Ball, sponsored by the Sacramento Branch. Workshop 
at Young Ladies Institute, 1400 27th St, Sacramento. Ball at E Clare 
Raley Studios for the Performing Arts,  2420 N St, Sacramento. 
Teacher: Marjorie McLaughlin. Early Bird & Youth discounts.  
Info: Peggy Hamilton, ShadowCatDancing@sbcglobal.net  

Web-site: http://www.rscds-sacramento.org 

29: Mon, 7-9:30pm, Santa Rosa Class End of Class Party, Monroe 
Hall, 1400 W College Ave., Santa Rosa, California 95401. Fun   
dances. Family and friends are welcome. 

Info: Ron Wallace: 707-318-5660, ronaldcwallace@gmail.com. 

31: Mon, 7:45pm , Mountain View Class End of Year Party, Dancers 
$10. Adobe Building, 157 Moffett Boulevard, Mountain View, CA 
94040. Dance & Socialize! Bring a finger food treat to share. Info: 
Jewel Murphy, (925) 360-7685, jewelbmurphy@yahoo.com or  

http://www.mtview-rscds.org/ 

June 2017 

3: Sat, 3:00pm with walk-throughs at 2:15pm, Monthly Party, Aptos 
Grange, 2555 Mar Vista Dr, Aptos. Hosted by Santa Cruz and     

Monterey Classes. Info: Sonya Newlyn, snewlyn@hotmail.com. 

6: Mon, 7:30pm, San Jose Class End of Class Party. Dancing,     
potluck supper. Dancers: $8. Willow Glen American Legion Hall #318, 
1504 Minnesota Ave. San Jose,95125. Live music by Border       

Skirmish. Info: Ellen Lovell, 408-489-1939, lln.lvll@gmail.com. 

17: Sat, 7:00pm Beginners' Ball, honoring the New Dancers of 2016-
2017. Tickets: $28 (adults) /$12 (youth) or $32/$14 after June 11. 
Sponsored by the Santa Rosa Class at Hermann Sons Hall, 860 
Western Ave, Petaluma, 94952. Live music by Hood, Wink & Swag-
ger. All ages welcome.  

Info: Sherry Wright, 707-823-9332, sherrywrightsw@comcast.net. 

22: Thurs, 7:45pm-10:00pm Summer Solstice Party, hosted by the 
San Francisco Class, The Polish Club, 3040 22nd Street, San Fran-
cisco, 94110. Dancers, $10; New Dancers, $5; Spectators, free. Live 
Music by Patti Cobb and friends. Info: Linnea Johnson, 415-841-
9456, sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or  

http://www.sf-scottishdancers.org/ 

24: Sat 1:00pm-4:00pm Workshop, 6:00pm Potluck, 7:30pm Dance. 
Extra guided hike in the Sierras on Sun 25th for attendees with extra 
energy. Truckee Workshop and Dance Party. Sponsored by Silver 
State Dancers. Truckee Community Arts Center, 10046 Church St, 
Truckee, NV, 96160. Teacher: Jennifer Kelly. Workshop fee: $55. 
Info: Marian Stroh, 775-762-7870, mstrohinreno@att.net or Crystal 

Goodwin, 775-240-2945, clgn@sbcglobal.net. 

25: Sun, 2:30pm-5:00pm Scottish Country Dance Workshop, spon-
sored by the Palomanians, a folk dance group that loves Scottish 
Country Dancing.  Some Scottish Country Dance experience re-
quired, but expect less focus on technique than in RSCDS work-
shops. Donation: $12. St Bede's Episcopal Church, 2650 Sand Hill 
Rd, Menlo Park, 94025. (Enter parking lot from Monta Rosa Dr). 
Teacher: Denise Heenan. 

Info: Denise 408-249-6104, deniseheenan@sbcglobal.net. 

September 2017 

2: Sat: 7:30pm Jean Patrick Memorial Dance, Pleasanton Veteran’s 
Hall, 310 Main Street in Pleasanton. More details to follow. Info: Mar-

garet Ward, margaretww@comcast.net. 

Merrill Hall.. Photo © Asilomar State Park & Conference Center 

November  2017 

17-19: Fri-Sun, Asilomar Weekend & Workshop, and Ball at Asilomar 
Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA. Teachers: Fred DeMarse, 
Mary Murray, Chandi McCracken, Sue Porter & Gary Thomas. Music 
by Hood, Wink & Swagger with guests Lisa Doyle, Erik Ievins & Don-
ald Robertson, Laura Risk & Nicholas Williams. Accepting Applica-
tions from April 1, 2017. Asilomar Weekend Chair: Patti Cobb, 510-

858-7588, pkcobb@pacbell.net. Info: website: asilomar.rscds-sf.org. 

Local Events Calendar 2017 
Rev. March 24, 2017 by Charlotte Greig, cggreig@att.net. Important details highlighted in bold, if known. 

Submit event details at any time 
Due date for next edition: Monday, 29 May, 2017  
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mailto:jewelbmurphy@yahoo.com
http://www.mtview-rscds.org/
mailto:snewlyn@hotmail.com
mailto:lln.lvll@gmail.com
mailto:sherrywrightsw@comcast.net
mailto:sfscottishdancers@gmail.com
http://www.sf-scottishdancers.org/
mailto:mstrohinreno@att.net
mailto:clgn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:deniseheenan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:margaretww@comcast.net
mailto:pkcobb@pacbell.net
http://www.asilomar.rscds-sf.org/
mailto:cggreig@att.net
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APRIL 2017 

28: Fri, 8:00pm.  Berkeley (CA) San Francisco Scottish Fiddler 
Spring Concert at Freight and Salvage Coffee House. Sponsored by 
San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers. Musical Director: Alasdair Fraser. 
Music by San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers. $25-27. Contact Pat Gregory 
sfsfconcert@gmail.com or Christine Palmer-Persen 707-838-8587  

pyrcreek@comcast.net. [www.sfscottishfiddlers.org] 

29: Sat, 7:30pm Modesto (CA) San Francisco Scottish Fiddler 

Spring Concert at Gallo Center for the Arts. See above. $20-35. 

30: Sun, 3:00pm  Livermore Valley (CA) Performing Arts Center, $30; 

students & military $16. See website above. Payment due 

APRIL - MAY 2017 

28 Apr-1 May,   Pafos, Cyprus - 6th International Branch Weekend 
& Holiday. Sponsored by RSCDS International Branch. Teachers: Ellie 
Briscoe, Jean Dodds, William Williamson. Music: James Gray, Andrew 
Lyon, Ian Robertson. Contact or information: cyprus@rscds-ib.org  

[www.rscds-ib.org] 

NOTE: THE RSCDS International Branch runs various weekends and 
events during the year - anyone interested in traveling should check 

their website for calendars and details. 

MAY 2017 

12-19: Fri-Fri,   Annual Residential Dance Week, Sedbergh, Eng-
land. Sponsored by The Gay Gordons. Cost £350. Contact:  

gaygordonslondon@yahoo.co.uk  [www.thegaygordons.org] 

19-21: Fri-Sun,  Copake (NY) NEW Pawling Weekend. Sponsored 
by RSCDS New York Branch. Fri: Welcome dance 8-10:30pm; Sat: 
Classes 9:30am-12:15pm, Teachers' workshop or Ball walk-thru 2-
3:30pm, Ball 8-11:30pm, Ceilidh midnight-1am; Sun: Classes 10:30am-
noon, Champagne dance 2-3:15pm. Teachers: Antoine Rousseau 
(Paris), Rebecca Roman (Buffalo, NY) & Arthur McNair (Pittsburgh). 
Welcome dance - casual; Ball - formal . All meals provided Fri. dinner to 
Sun. lunch. US$TBD. Contact contact@rscdsnewyork.org. 

[rscdsnewyork.org] 

20: Sat,   Spring Workshop and Ball, Sacramento, CA. Spon-
sored by Sacramento RSCDS Branch.  Sat. workshops 10:30-Noon, 
1:30-3:00, designed for those with one year or more of SCD; Ball re-
view 3:00. Grand March 7:00 pm. Teacher: Marjorie McLaughlin. See 
website for prices (all $5 higher at door) and application.        

[www.rscds-sacramento.org/workshop ball.htm] 

JUNE 2017 

9-11: Fri-Sun,   Beaver Dam (WI) Midwest Scottish Weekend. 
Sponsored by Chicago, Madison, & Milwaukee Branches. Fri evening: 
dance & party; Sat: classes am&pm, evening banquet, ball & ceilidh; 
Sun: classes am, brunch noon. Teacher: Stella Fogg. Music: Terpsi-
chore: Elke Baker & Liz Donaldson. Ball is semi-formal. 3 meals/day, 

including ball banquet & evening parties. Lodging in dorm rooms. Near-
est airport: Madison. Contact Nancy McClements 608-358-4478     
nancymcclements@gmail.com or Diana Hankes 414-828-0570       
dianahankes@gmail.com. 
[sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend] 

    

 from Midwest Scottish website 

24-25: Sat-Sun, Truckee Workshop & Dance - Wilson's Wanderlust.  
Sponsored by Silver State Scottish Dancers. Sat: workshop 1-4, Party 
review 4-5, Potluck 6:00 (out-of-towners please bring munchies or des-
serts if you can), Dance Party 7:30 pm. Traditional Sun. hike.  Teacher: 
Jennifer Kelly. Music: Thistle Glen. $55. Contact Crystal Goodwin 775-
240-2945 clgn@sbcglobal.net or Marian Stroh, 775-762-7860  

mstrohinteno@att.net. [silversttescd.wix.com] 

JULY 2017 

23-30: Sun-Sun,  Vancouver (BC) TAC Summer School Week 2017. 
Sponsored by Teachers' Assoc. Canada (TAC). Week of am SCD clas-
ses, evening dances, optional pm classes. Teachers: Tracey Applebee, 
Gary Coull, Jean Noble, Andrew Smith. Music: Lisa Scott, Ian Muir, 
Judi Nicolson, Deby Benton Grosjean, Mary Ross, Don Wood. Classes 
casual, dances semi-formal/formal. Accommodation & 3 meals/day all 
week. $1430. Four levels of dance classes from basic/beginner to adv/
experienced. Contact (Registrar) ssregistrar@tac-rscds.org or 
(Director) ssdirector@tac-rscds.org. [www.tac-rscds.org/index.php/tac-

summer-school] 

OCTOBER 2017 

6-8: Fri-Sun, Dartmouth (NS) 35th Anniversary Fall Workshop. 
Sponsored by RSCDS Nova Scotia Branch.   Fri: ceilidh 7pm; Sat: clas-
ses am&pm, evening Banquet & Ball; Sun: Teachers' Class. Teachers: 
Ron Wallace (USA), Jim Stott (Scotland). Music: Dean Herington, Mara 
Shea (USA). Semi-formal attire. Sat: lunch, banquet, Sun: lunch. $100. 
Accommodation in local hotels, motels, B&Bs. Registration starts March 
1, 2017. Partial attendance prices available. Please inquire.Contact 
Lydia Hedge 902-482-6577 lydiahedge@accesswave.ca or Kathy War-

ren 902-406-6568 kathyerniew3@gmail.com. www.rscdsnovascotia.ca] 

Events Elsewhere 2017 
Revised 4/3/17 • Compiled by Mimi Mueller  mmuellersf@comcast.net  

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events, 
try the Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

For international travels, see http://www.dancescottish.ca/Whats-On-Far.html 

Please note that some events offer discounts for early registration or have specific requirements. 
    These are in bold or colored type when I am aware of them 

mailto:sfsfconcert@gmail.com
mailto:pyrcreek@comcast.net
http://www.sfscottishfiddlers.org/
mailto:cyprus@rscds-ib.org
http://www.rscds-ib.org
mailto:cyprus@rscds-ib.org
mailto:gaygordonslondon@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.thegargordons.org/
mailto:contact@rscdsnewyork.org
http://rscdsnewyork.org/
mailto:nancymcclements@gmail.com
mailto:dianahankes@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend/
mailto:ssregistrar@tac-rscds.org
mailto:ssdirector@tac-rscds.org
http://www.tac-rscds.org/index.php/tac-summer-school
http://www.tac-rscds.org/index.php/tac-summer-school
mailto:lydiahedge@accesswave.ca
mailto:kathyerniew3@gmail.com
http://www.rscdsnovascotia.ca/
mailto:mmuellersf@comcast.net
http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
http://www.dancescottish.ca/Whats-On-Far.html
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The Reel & Strathspeyper is a bi-monthly publication of the San Francisco Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, a 
nonprofit educational organization. Access to online editions is a benefit of Branch membership. Printed copies are available by 
subscription. For change of email or mailing address, please contact Gary Thomas 707.235.5423, registrar@rscds-sf.org. 
 
The editor reserves the right to reject, alter or edit any material submitted for publication for reasons of taste, space, style, or clarity. 
All materials for publication should be sent by e-mail prior to the deadline (the 1st Saturday of even-numbered months). Exceptions 
may be made for last-minute notices, or on a space-available basis, when the editor is notified prior to the deadline. Articles should be   
submitted in plain text or word processing format, fliers and photos may be sent as pdf or other standard image format and must be of 
high resolution. 
 
Editors of other newsletters may use or adapt any materials in the Reel & Strathspeyper unless a specific copyright notice is included. 
Please credit author and original source. 

Editor ........................................................... .Kristi Closser 

Design ....................................... Mary Margaret McMurtry 

Production, Layout, Typesetting ................... Kristi Closser 

Printing and Distribution .............................. Kristi Closser 

All articles should be in plain text or a word processing format 
and sent by e-mail. Please send contributions to: 
 

Kristi Closser 
7046 Thornhill Dr. 
Oakland, CA 94611 
 

E-mail: randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org  

Next Deadline June 3! 

mailto:registrar@rscds-sf.org
mailto:randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org

