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Tough Love from the Chair 

Reported by Tom Ward, Branch Chairman  

February, 2011  

Article VI, Section 1 of the RSCDS-SF Bylaws states, ñThe affairs 
of the Branch shall be managed by a Board of Directors called the 

Branch Committee consisting of nine representatives, elected at 

large from the general membershipò. 

Article VI, Section 3 of the RSCDS-SF Bylaws states, ñA quorum 

shall be fiveò. 

Since September of 2010, our Branch has been, technically, violat-

ing its Bylaws.  The Branch Committee has eight members and 

one open slot.  Despite widespread efforts to find volunteer to fill 

this slot, it remains open.  We still require a quorum of five, and 

we will be rescheduling the March regular meeting because we 

will not otherwise have a proper quorum. 

The Annual General Meeting for 2011 will take place on the first 

Saturday in May.  At this time, we are searching for three candi-

dates to stand for election at the AGM (our open seat, plus seats 

currently occupied by me and Louise Brewer).  We must have our 

nominees ready by the time of the March Branch Committee meet-

ing, so that we can prepare, assemble, and mail election ballots in 

a timely fashion to the Membership.  Our difficulties in getting 

nominees last year led us to producing the ballots at the last min-

ute, without the usual and customary candidateôs statements. 

If we do not get at least two candidates to stand for election, the 

Branch will become practically ungovernable within its Bylaws.  
If we do not get three candidates to stand, we will be in danger of 

getting crosswise with our Articles of Incorporation, possibly 

threatening our legal status. 

If we do not get three candidates to stand for election, the Branch 

Committee will likely place before the AGM a resolution to 

amend the Bylaws, reducing the Branch Committee membership 

to seven, and a quorum to four.  This would be more sustainable 

within the bounds of our community size, but would generate less 

diversity of opinion on the Branch Committee and endanger our 

ability to have all voices heard. 

Since taking on the role of Branch Committee Chair in 2009, I 

have taken a number of steps to streamline the working of the 
Branch Committee.  We have developed a stable, standard ap-

proach to the Agenda.  We have developed a reliable system for 

collecting and disseminating materials to be discussed at the Meet-

ing.  We have converted one meeting to a ñconference callò for-

mat, and we may conduct a second meeting that way.  We have 

developed a number of standardized templates for the various 

documents we generate and use.  Our last meeting in January, 

which had a full agenda, was completed in 2½ hours.  Our goal is 

to be prepared, brief, succinct, direct, and efficient. 
(Continued on page 6) 

An Honor and a Privilege 

by Greg Reznick 

What a wondrous thing we have! Our Scottish Country Dancing 

community provides us all with an opportunity to participate in a 

healthy activity that stimulates both the body and the mind, in-

vites us to socialize with a warm and friendly group of people, 

and is available to dancers of all ages. It doesnôt cost much when 

compared to many other activities. You can dance one night a 

week or five. It is not competitive, but it is challenging. We have 

parties every month, two spectacular galas each year, and scores 

of other more local parties and events. And here in the Bay Area 

we are blessed with an incredible array of musicians who provide 

music both beautiful and inspiring. (And bossy sometimes; al-
ways telling us what to do!)  And last, but very much not least, 

we have a cadre of teachers who have taken the time and made 

the effort to acquire certification through a remarkably rigorous 

process, and who prepare each and every week so that we can 

enjoy a productive time in class. 

And all this happens without a single paid employee. Everything 

gets done through the volunteer efforts of Branch members. 

Committees meet to organize the Valentineôs Ball and the Jean 

Patrick Dance and the Asilomar Weekend and the Pleasanton 

Games. Our treasurers manage our class bank accounts and our 

class managers arrange for halls to dance in. We enjoy a well-
stocked bookstore and a high quality sound system at every 

monthly party. I could go on and on. People are working hard to 

make your experience as enjoyable as possible. 

And so it gives me pain to see that our Branch Chair is reduced to 

begging people to spend a few hours a year (a year!) on the 

Branch Committee. The Branch Committee is the heart of the 

Branch. Members of the Committee can have a real impact on the 

activities of the Branch and have a significant responsibility for 

all aspects of Branch operations. I know this from direct experi-

ence. During my tenure on the Branch Committee we supported 

the development of Youth Class Guidelines, polled the member-

ship and instituted a policy of briefings at all branch events, in-
vested in a sound system capable of supporting most events, and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Monthly Parties 
May Monthly Party  

7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 7, 2011 

Lucie Stern Center, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto 

Host: San Jose 

 

Dance Source Type Level 

Naughty Nancy Herbold/Solstice 8x32 J 3 B/I 

The Gardenersô Fantasia 46/2 3x32 S set I/A 

None So Pretty 19/1 8x40 R 3 I 

Golden Wedding Strathspey+ 33/4 4x40 S 4 A 

Petronella+ 1/1 8x32 R 2 B 

  

The Isle+ Graded 1/15 8x32 J 3 B/I 

Peggy Spouse MBE 46/11 8x32 S 3 I 

The Scallywag Kelly/Alamo 8x40 J 3 I 

Langholm Fair Attwood/Alexander 3 3x32 S 3 set B/I 

The Salmonfield Poacher Barbour leaflet 8x32 R 3 A 
  

Fair Jennyôs Jig Wallace/Redwood Forest 8x32 J 3  I 

Grantôs Reel+ 14/2 8x32 S 2  B 

Saltire Society Reel RSCDS Lflt 28 8x32 R 3 I 

Asilomar Romantic Cuthbertson/SF Coll v.2 8x32 S 3 I 

 Sleepy Maggie+ 11/5 8x32 R 3 I 

+ new this month 

June Monthly Party 

6:30 p.m., Saturday, June 4, 2011 

Aptos Grange, 2555 Mar Vista Drive, Aptos   

Host: Monterey / Santa Cruz 
 

Dance Source Type Level 

The Isle Graded 1/15 8x32 J 3 B/I 

Seann Truibhas Willichan+ 27/9 8x32 S 2 B/I 

None So Pretty 19/1 8x40 R 3 I 

The Gardenersô Fantasia 46/2 3x32 S set I/A 

Petronella 1/1 8x32 R 2 B 

  

Fair Jennyôs Jig Wallace/Redwood Forest 8x32 J 3  I 

Grantôs Reel 14/2 8x32 S 2  B 

Peat Fire Flame+ Drewry/Bon Accord 17 8x40 R 3 A 

Golden Wedding Strathspey 33/4 4x40 S 4 A 
The Barmkin+ Graded 2/6 88R sq B 

  

Fair Jennyôs Jig Wallace/Redwood Forest 8x32 J  I 

Barbaraôs Strathspey+ 46/4 8x32 S  I/A 

Mrs. Stewartôs Jig+ 35/1 8x32 J 3 B/I 

Asilomar Romantic Cuthbertson/SF Coll v.2 8x32 S 3 I 

 Sleepy Maggie 11/5 8x32 R 3 I 

+ new this month 

How To Get There: 

LUCIE STERN  
FROM 280: Take Page Mill Road east 

and turn left on Middlefield.The hall 

will be on your right.  

FROM 101: Take Embarcadero west. 

Turn right on Middlefield. The hall will 

be on your right.  

 

APTOS GRANGE 
Heading south from the Bay Area, 

take Highway 1 towards Aptos. Take 

the Park Exit (Exit 436). Turn left on 

Park Avenue. Turn right onto Soquel 

Drive, and right again onto Mar Vista 

Drive. The hall is on the right, identi-

fied by a small white sign, sitting back 

from the road with a large parking lot in 

front.  



R E E L  &  S T R A T H S P E Y P E R  Å  R S C D S  Å  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  B R A N C H 

 3 

FEBRUARY 2011 

20, Su: 1:45 - 4:15 PM DEVISOR SHOWCASE CLASS, 
third Sundays thru April (2/20, 3/20, 4/17), The Carriage 
House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave, 
Atherton. For intermediate and advanced level dancers. 
$8 per class, pay at the door. Teachers: Lin Pettengill 
and Paula Jacobson. Contact Paula: 831-688-8295 or 
Lin: 650-344-3345 

27, Su: BE A DANCE ANGEL FOR TEACHERS IN 
TRAINING at The Polish Club of SF, 3040 22nd St at 
the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Sylvain 
Pelletier, sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-264-4197. 

MARCH 2011 

1, Tu: 7:00-9:00 PM CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the 
Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona 
Street, Crockett, CA. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra 
Schultz sandra-sue@msn.com or Lori 
Howard fireknight1@aol.com (925) 934-1928 

4, Fr: 5:00 PM thru 6, Su: 2:00 PM BISHOP'S RANCH 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE RETREAT WEEKEND 
in Healdsburg, CA. Hosted by the Santa Rosa 
Class. Info: Emily Evans 707-874-
2512  emdek@pon.net  

Registration form/flyer: http://goo.gl/K6UtF 

5, Sa: 7:30 PM MONTHLY PARTY at Alameda Masonic, 
2312 Alameda Avenue, Alameda. Hosted by the 
Lafayette and Livermore classes. Info: 
bob.branstrom@comcast.net (510) 530-1277 

12, Sa: 10:30 - 11:15 AM. A NEW SANTA ROSA YOUTH 
AND FAMILY CLASS STARTS. Meets weekly on 
Saturdays. Monroe Hall, 1400 W. College Ave, Santa 
Rosa. Ron Wallace, teacher. Info: 707-795-2185. 

13, Su: BE A DANCE ANGEL FOR TEACHERS IN 
TRAINING at The Polish Club of SF, 3040 22nd St at 
the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Sylvain 
Pelletier, sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-264-4197 

19, Sa: CHILDRENS BALL.  For details about this annual 
event, call Kathleen McAdam (925) 934-6148  

20, Su: 1:45 - 4:15 PM DEVISOR SHOWCASE CLASS, 
third Sundays thru April (2/20, 3/20, 4/17), The 
Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins 
Ave, Atherton. For intermediate and advanced level 
dancers. $8 per class, pay at the door. Teachers: Lin 
Pettengill and Paula Jacobson. Contact Paula: 831-
688-8295 or Lin: 650-344-3345 

 20, Su: BE A DANCE ANGEL FOR TEACHERS IN 
TRAINING at The Polish Club of SF, 3040 22nd St at 
the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Sylvain 
Pelletier, sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-264-4197 

29, Tu: 7:00-9:00 PM CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the 
Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street in 
Crockett. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz sandra
-sue@msn.com or Lori Howard fireknight1@aol.com 
(925) 934-1928 

APRIL 2011 

2, Sa: 7:30 PM, MONTHLY PARTY at Mountain View 
Masonic, 890 Church Street, Mountain View. Hosted 
by the Mountain View class. Info: 
bob.branstrom@comcast.net (510) 530-1277 

10 and 17, Su: BE A DANCE ANGEL FOR TEACHERS 
IN TRAINING at The Polish Club of SF, 3040 22nd St 
at the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: 
Sylvain Pelletier, sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-
264-4197 

17, Su: 1:45 - 4:15 PM DEVISOR SHOWCASE CLASS, 
third Sundays thru April (2/20, 3/20, 4/17), The 
Carriage House at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 
Watkins Ave, Atherton. For intermediate and 
advanced level dancers. $8 per class, pay at the door. 
Teachers: Lin Pettengill and Paula Jacobson. Contact 
Paula: 831-688-8295 or Lin: 650-344-3345 

26, Tu: 7:00-9:00 PM CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the 
Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street in 
Crockett. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz sandra
-sue@msn.com or Lori Howard fireknight1@aol.com 
(925) 934-1928 

MAY 2011 

1, Su: BE A DANCE ANGEL FOR TEACHERS IN 
TRAINING at The Polish Club of SF, 3040 22nd St at 
the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Sylvain 
Pelletier, sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-264-4197 

7, Sa: 7:30 PM, MONTHLY PARTY at Lucie Stern 
Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto. Hosted by the 
San Jose Class. Info: bob.branstrom@comcast.net 
(510) 530-1277 

8, Su: BE A DANCE ANGEL FOR TEACHERS IN 
TRAINING at The Polish Club of SF, 3040 22nd St at 
the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. Info: Sylvain 
Pelletier, sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-264-
419725, End-of-the-Year Party hosted by the 
Mountain View class.  Details to follow.  

14, Su: DANCE ANGELS FOR TEACHER CANDIDATE 
EXAMS. Save the Date! Info: Sylvain Pelletier, 
sylvain_p_p@hotmail.com or 415-264-4197 

31, Tu: 7:00-9:00 PM CROCKETT SOCIAL PARTY at the 
Crockett Community Center, 850 Pomona Street in 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FEBRUARY 2011    

11-13   Fri-Sun  Edmonton (AB) 41st Annual Workshop 
and Ball at Edmonton, AB. . Sponsored by RSCDS 
Edmonton Caledonian Branch. Fri: Ceilidh 7:30-
10:30pm; Sat: classes am & pm; ball 6-11pm; Sun: 
dance 10am-noon. Classes available for Basic, Inter-
mediate and Advanced. Teachers: Marjorie McLaughlin 
(San Diego, CA), Fred Demarse (Alameda, CA) & 
Jody Williams (Kenata, ON). Music: Bobby Brown and 
the Scottish Accent. Semi formal or formal attire for 
Saturday Ball. Light snacks Friday; lunch & dinner Sat-
urday, continental breakfast Sunday. Cdn$130 for com-
plete weekend, prices for individual events. Registra-
tions for Complete Weekend or Dinner and Dance 
will not be accepted after February 4, 2011. HOTEL: 
Accommodations available at Sutton Place Hotel at the 
rate of $129 + gst and hotel tax per room up until Janu-
ary 20, 2011. Toll-free for hotel reservations 1-866-378-
8866.Contact Louise Lattimore 780-910-6232 
louise_12@live.com or Irene Townshend 780-430-
0412 townshend@shaw.ca. 
[www.rscdsEdmonton.com] 

18-20, Fri-Sun  Honolulu (HI) Aloha Winter Weekend at 
Ala Wai Golf Club Ballroom. Sponsored by RSCDS - 
Hawaii Branch. Fri: dance 6-9pm; Sat: class 9am-2pm, 
dinner/dance 5:30-10pm; Sun: class 9:30-11:30am, 
ceilidh 5:30pm. Teacher: Alan Twhigg. Music: Humu-
humunukunukuapua'a & Strathspey Society Band. 
Casual attire for classes, semi-formal attire for Sat 
dance. Fri: light fare; Sat: continental breakfast, lunch & 
dinner; Sun: continental breakfast & ceilidh dinner. US 
$150/170. Contact Melissa Lindsay 808-256-3347 
MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com or Bruce McEwan 808-538-
7707. [www.rscdsHawaii.org]   

25-26   Fri-Sat  Philadelphia (PA) Teacher's Workshop 
Weekend at St Paul's Episcopal Church. Sponsored by 
RSCDS Delaware Valley Branch.  Fri: Class 8-10pm 
+tea; Sat: Workshop 10am-3pm, Social 7-9pm +tea. 
Teacher: Robert McOwen. Live music. Casual attire. 
US$5-15. Experienced Class Friday @ 8pm ($5 
RSCDS members; $7 non-members; $4 students), 
Teachers Workshop  Saturday 10-12 & 1-3; RSVP to 
Kathy for the $5 lunch option ($12 RSCDS members; 
$15 non-members; $9 students), Social Saturday @ 
7pm ($8 RSCDS members; $10 non-members; $6 stu-
dents). Save $1 per event for any combination of 2 or 3 
of the weekend's activities. Contact Kathy Giacoletti 
delvalrscds@gmail.com.  [delval.rscds.us]  

MARCH 2011    

19 Sat. Heather Ball in Vancouver, BC. at the Scottish 
Cultural Center. Sponsored by RSCDS Vancouver 
Branch. $70, tickets limited. Some hospitality available. 
Contact Mary Ann McDevitt mamcdevitt@shaw.ca. 
[www.rscdsvancouver.org] 

24-27  Thu-Sun  Scottish Country Dance Weekend in 
Budapest, Hungary at Hotel Boscolo, Budapest. 
Sponsored by Budapest SCD Club. Classes Fri., Sat., 
and Sun. morning. Fri. pm Social, Sat. pm Ball. 
Teacher: Patricia Houghton. Music: James Gray & An-
drew Lyon.  420, double occupancy, most meals. See 
website, flyer for more info. Contact Katalin Konya kon-
yakatali@yahoo.com phone +36 30 547 5198 or Flora 
Foldesi foldersiflora@gmail.com. [www.bstkhu/bal2011]  
Optional 6-day tour available following. 

25-26  Fri-Sat   Cocoa Beach (FL) 28th Annual SCD 
Workshop and Dance at Cocoa Beach Recreation 
Center. Sponsored by Space Coast and Brevard Scot-
tish Country Dancers. Fri: dance 7:30-10:30pm; Sat: 
classes 9am-2:30pm, dance 7-11pm. Recorded music. 
Fri: Finger foods; Sat: lunch. US$40. Contact James 
Kutzner 321-255-2756 JKutzner@earthlink.net. 

25-26 Sat-Sun  Victoria (BC) VISCDS Spring Ball and 
Sunday Social. Sponsored by Vancouver Island Scot-
tish Country Dance Society. Sat: Grand March 7:30 
pm; Sun: breakfast 9am. Music: Ken Nattrass & Ron 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Krug. Finger food buffet, punch, no-host bar. Cdn$45 & 
30. Ball: $45, $20 for non-dancers; Sunday Social: $30. 
Contact Maureen Orr (Registrar) 250-478-5338 
viscds@yahoo.com or Jamie Orr 250-478-5338 

jas_orr@yahoo.com. [www.viscds.ca ] 

APRIL  2011 

1-3  Fri-Sun, Lethbridge (AB) Lethbridge Scottish 
Dance and Music Workshop, Lethbridge Lodge Hotel. 
Sponsored by Lethbridge Scottish Country Dance Club. 
Fri: ceilidh 8-10pm; Sat: classes 9am-noon & 1-3pm, 
dance 8-11pm. Teachers: Patricia Houghton, Ron Wal-
lace, Sharon Barker. Music: Ron Krug, Ken Nattrass, 
Gary Thomas. Contact Fiona Miller 403-329 3582 
admin@LethbridgeScottishCountryDance.org           or 
Joanna Fraser 403-320 0357 
admin@LethbridgeScottishCountryDance.org. 
[www.lethbridgescottishcountrydance.com/index.php/

workshop]] 

1-3   Fri-Sun  College Park (MD) Capital Weekend 2011 
at Cherry Hill Park Convention Center. Sponsored by 
RSCDS Washington DC Branch. Fri: Welcome Dance 
8pm; Sat: Class 9am-12pm, Ball 7:30pm; Sun: Brunch 
and class. Teacher:  Robert McOwen (Boston). Music: 
Thiste House: Dave Wiesler, David Knight, Dan Emery. 
Scottish attire. Finger buffet. US$77. Contact Susan 
Keyes 240-426-1899 240-683-7245(fax) 
seknp@hotmail.com or Jane Faulman 301-952-9437 
jaFaulm@verizon.net. [www.CapitalWeekend.org] 

29-30 Fri-Sat  Dancers of Winnipeg Workshop and 
Dance, Winnipeg (MB). Sponsored by RSCDS Winni-
peg Branch. Fri: Ceilidh and Practice 7:30pm; Sat: 
Classes 9:15-12:30 & 1:30-3:00, Dance 8pm. Teach-
ers: Elinor Vandegrift (Seattle), Robin Lynch 
(Winnipeg). Music: Scotch Measure. Semi-formal attire. 
Lunch & post dance refreshments. Cdn$60. Contact 
Yvette Berube lycj@mts.net or Reg Curle 204-254-
6697 rCurle11@hotmail.com. 

MAY  2011 

20-22   Fri-Sun Hopewell Junction (NY) New York 
Branch Pawling Weekend Workshop at Circle Lodge, 
Sylvan Lake. Sponsored by New York Area SCD 
Groups. Fri: Welcome Dance & After-Party, Sat: 
Classes am, Teacher Workshop or Ball Walk-through 
pm, Ball & Ceilidh & After-Party eve; Sun: Classes am, 
Combined Class 2-3:15pm. Teachers: David Queen, 
Robert McOwen, Catherine Shaw. Music: Bobby Brown 
& the Scottish Accent, and James Stevenson-Mathews. 
Friday casual, Ball formal attire. US$250-350 for full 
weekend including all meals, parties and accommoda-
tion. Contact Sally Clayton 917-912-3372 Pawling-
Weekend@gmail.com. [www.rscdsNewYork.org] 

(Continued from page 4) 20-22   Fri-Sun   Bellingham (WA) Youth Weekend West 
at Western Washington University. Sponsored by 
Western Washington University Scottish Country Danc-
ing Club. Fri: ceilidh 7:30pm-10pm; Sat: classes 9am-
3pm, Ball 7:00pm-11:30pm; Sun: class 9:30am-
12:15pm. Teachers: Eileen Hsu, Rachel Pusey, Fred 
DeMarse. Music: various local artists. Casual attire for 
classes and formal attire for the ball. Lunch Saturday & 
Sunday, finger buffet at the ball. Contact Jennifer Stiles 
stilesj4@students.wwu.edu or Kelsey Mack 
mackgirl101@hotmail.com. 
[www.YouthWeekendWest.com] 

JUNE  2011 

10-13  Fri-Mon.  Prague (Czech Republic) RSCDS Inter-
national Branch Workshop. . Sponsored by RSCDS 
International Branch. Begins with dinner on Friday and 
ends with lunch on Monday. Teachers: Eric Finley, 
Craig Houston, Margaret Lambourne. Music: Akiko Ka-
sama, Andrew Knight, Andrew Lyon, Keith Smith. Spe-
cial guests: Ron Wallace and Gary Thomas.  Regis-
tration by Feb. 28, 2011; after that inquire if space 
available. Deposit of $300 at registration. Contact Susi 
Mayr ibworkshop.prague@gmail.com. [www.rscds-
IB.org] 

The workshop is being organised in conjunction with 
Dvorana (www.dvorana.cz) and the Caledonian Club in 
Prague (www.CaledonianClub.eu), and will be followed 
by a week of dancing and sightseeing in Prague and 
the Czech Republic with Ron Wallace and Gary Tho-
mas (details from Dvorana).  

11  Sat.  Columbus (OH) Columbus (Ohio) Workshop & 
Ball at First Unitarian Universalist Church. Sponsored 
by Heather 'N' Thistle, Columbus RSCDS (class of 
RSCDS Cincinnati Branch).Workshops 10am-3pm, Ball 
7:30-11pm. Teacher: Bruce Hamilton. Music: James 
Stevenson (piano), Mara Shea (fiddle). Workshops: 
casual daytime attire, Ball: formal evening attire. Box 
lunch, evening dessert buffet. US$75. $5 discount to 
current members of RSCDS. Contact Laura Russell 
614-906-1704 LRussell942@gmail.com or Jim & 
Donna Ferguson 740-439-3974 

JFegie@roadrunner.com. 

11-13  Sat-Mon  Beloit (WI) Midwest Scottish Weekend 
at Beloit College. Sponsored by Chicago, Madison and 
Milwaukee Scottish Country Dance groups. Fri: wel-
come dance; Sat: workshops (day) & ball (evening); 
Sun: workshops (morning). Teacher:Terry Harvey; spe-
cial class: Sue McKinnell. Music: Barbara McOwen 
(fiddle), Terry Traub (piano). Formal ball; skirts/kilts 
suggested for classes. All meals on Saturday, breakfast 
on Sunday. Beloit College campus is ~90 miles north-
west of Chicago. Contact Diana Hankes 262-679-8522 
MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com or Mady New-
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Our Administrative Calendar calls for seven regular meetings 

per year, each scheduled on the Saturday of a Monthly Party, at 

a location convenient to the Monthly Party venue.  The meetings 

are in September, November, December, January, March, April, 
and June.  If two of the meetings can be conference calls, and 

five are face-to-face meetings, the total meeting time will be 

about 20 hours per year, and a term lasts two years. 

The primary work of the Branch Committee is to exercise au-

thority over the distribution of funds, to keep an eye on the 

budget, to make sure that the various volunteer committees get 

the support and direction that they need, to oversee our adminis-

trative machinery, and to initiate new projects or efforts for the 

betterment of dancing and the furthering of our goals.  Since I 

joined the Branch Committee in 2007, we have introduced the 

AED to our events, introduced pre-Party walk-throughs, bought 

new speakers, bought new equipment for the stage, conducted a 
Member Survey on finances, introduced a new membership 

structure, found new sources of revenue, and explored new Party 

venues and formats.  On the whole, weôve gotten quite a bit 

done. 

During my tenure on the Branch Committee, Iôve made a great 

many new friends across the Branch, learned a great deal about 

our history, and come to greatly appreciate the many, many vol-

unteers who make our organization achieve such great things. 

Our current Branch Committee consists of Don Grant, Louise 

Brewer, Donna Weidenfeller, Sharon Stewart, Amy Van Doren, 

Bradley Hobbs, Polly Paterson, and me.  Don, Donna, and Amy 

will be standing for re-election; Sharon, Bradley and Polly will 

continuing the second halves of their terms.  The Branch needs 

your voice, and the Branch needs your help.  You need a strong 

Branch Committee.  Please reach out to one of us and stand for 

election. 

(Continued from page 1) 

field 630-584-0825 MidwestScottishWeek-
end@gmail.com. [sites.google.com/site/
midwestscottishweekend] 

JULY 2011 

22-24   Fri-Sun,  Sherbrooke (QC) T.A.C. Basic Teaching 
Skills Weekend at Bishop's University. Sponsored by 
Teachers Association (Canada). Fri: dance 8-10pm, Sat: 
Classes 9am-4pm, banquet & ball pm, Sun: classes 
9am-4pm. Teacher: Geoffrey Selling. All meals Fri din-
ner to Sun lunch. Cdn$330. If you are already teaching a 
class, but do not have an RSCDS teaching certificate, 
live in an area where there are no other SCD teachers, 
or are interested in teaching but are not ready to take 
the leap to start the exam process, then come to the 
Basic Teaching Skills Weekend! Contact Jody Williams 
613-592-2099 jWilliams@storm.ca. [www.tac-rscds.org] 

24-31  Sat-Sat   Sherbrooke (QC) T.A.C. Summer School 
at Bishop's University. Sponsored by Teachers' Associa-
tion (Canada). Classes every day 9-noon, optional after-
noon classes, evening dances 8-10pm. Teachers: Eric 
Finley, Bill Zobel, Fred DeMarse, Mervyn Short, Patricia 
Houghton. Music: Muriel Johnstone, Keith Smith, James 
Gray, Elke Baker, Bobby Brown, Laird Brown. All meals 
from dinner Sun July 24 to lunch Sun Jul 31. Welcome 
to all levels of dancers! The school will offer 6 days of 
classes including optional afternoon classes in personal 
critique, Highland, Step, and more. Spend an afternoon 
touring in Quebec, visiting a local winery or sightseeing 
in Sherbrooke. Evenings include 4 socials, a ceilidh, a 
concert, final banquet and ball and after parties. NEW 
this year - YOUTH CLASS!! For youth from 14-30, come 
and experience some fabulous teaching and dancing 
together. Contact Jody Williams 613-592-2099 jWil-
liams@storm.ca. [www.tac-rscds.org] 

SEPTEMBER 2011 

9-11 Fri-Sun  Fort Worden Weekend Workshop, Fort 
Worden State Park & Conference Center. Port Town-
send (WA). Sponsored by Seattle Branch RSCDS. Fri: 
Welcome Dance 8-11pm; Sat: classes 9am-noon, 1-
2:30pm, ball 8-11:30pm. Teachers: Irene Paterson, Lin 
Pettengill, Terry Harvey, Jim Rae. Music: Calum 
MacKinnon, Ryan McKasson, Lisa Scott, Ginny Snowe, 
Brian Crisafulli. Contact Elizabeth Miller 206-782-8345 
fw@rscds-seattle.org or Kathi Ploeger fwreg@rscds-
seattle.org. [www.rscds-seattle.org] 

DECEMBER  2011 - JANUARY 2012 

28 Dec - 5 Jan  Summer School Wairarapa, New Zea-
land. More information here later. Contact Elaine Laid-
law, phone +64 6 377 0322, email: 
elaine.laidlaw@rscdsnzb.org.nz [http://
sswairarapa.rscdsnzb.org.nz]  

(Continued from page 5) 

FOR SALE  

Dual HiFi automatic turntable, adjustable speed. 
Also Realistic portable amplified speaker sys-
tem.  Includes about 50 Scottish Country Dance 
records and other records of Scottish musicians 
and Gilbert & Sullivan as interested.  
 

MAKE OFFER  Janet Hayter at   
rghayter@sbcglobal.net  

or  
(650) 968-2650 

mailto:MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com
mailto:MidwestScottishWeekend@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend/
http://sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend/
mailto:jWilliams@storm.ca
http://www.tac-rscds.org/
mailto:jWilliams@storm.ca
mailto:jWilliams@storm.ca
http://www.tac-rscds.org/
mailto:fw@rscds-seattle.org
mailto:fwreg@rscds-seattle.org
mailto:fwreg@rscds-seattle.org
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/
mailto:rghayter@sbcglobal.net
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Crockett. Live music. $10. Info: Sandra Schultz sandra-
sue@msn.com or Lori Howard fireknight1@aol.com 
(925) 934-1928 

JUNE 2011 

1, We: 7:00pm, DANCING IN RINCONADA PARK with 
the Mountain View class.  No charge; youth and new 
dancers welcome.  More info: Michelle Cale at 
mscale86@gmail.com  

4, Sa: 6:30PM MONTHLY PARTY. Aptos Grange, 2555 
Mar Vista Drive in Aptos. Info: 
bob.branstrom@comcast.net (510) 530-1277 

 8 We: 7:00pm, DANCING IN RINCONADA PARK with 
the Mountain View class.  No charge; youth and new 
dancers welcome.  More info: Michelle Cale at 
mscale86@gmail.com  

23, Th: 7:45pm. SUMMER SOLSTICE PARTY, hosted by 
the San Francisco Class. The Polish Club SF, 3040 
22nd St. at the corner of Shotwell in San Francisco. 
Info: Linnea Johnson, sfscottishdancers@gmail.com or 
415-841-9456 

JULY 2011 

23, Sa: 2:00 PM. Note early start time!  SUMMER BY 
THE SEA DANCE, an afternoon of dancing. First 
Congregational Church, 900 High St., Santa Cruz, CA. 
Live music by Janet Kurnick and Lyle Ramshaw $15. 
Info: Susan Elgin, 831-335-7288 or elgin@cruzio.com 

NOVEMBER 2011 

4-6 Fr-Su: ANNUAL ASILOMAR WEEKEND 
WORKSHOPS AND BALL at Asilomar Conference 
Grounds, Pacific Grove, CA. Info: Julee Montes julm-
hcs@pacbell.net or Fred DeMarse 
fred1314@sbcglobal.net 

(Continued from page 3) Dunsmuir Concert in Calaveras County 

by Mary McQuilliams  

What do the Dunsmuir Scottish Dancers and Mark Twainôs fa-

mous jumping frogs have in common?  Clearly, they are both 

energetic and light of foot, but they have Calaveras County in 

common as well.   The site of the famous jumping frog contest 

will be host to a full-length dance performance by this Bay Area 

demonstration team in an upcoming concert. 

The Dunsmuir Scottish Dancers will perform an array of Scot-

tish dance and music pieces in a concert hosted by the Calaveras 

Arts Council at the Bret Hart Performing Arts Center in Angelôs 

Camp, CA at 3:00 PM on Sunday, March 27.  This performance 
is part of their Ovations series, and tickets are available at 

www.calavarasarts.org/ovation.html or by calling 209-754-

1774. 

The performance will feature highland, step and country dances 

accompanied by bagpipe, fiddle, recorder and piano music.  

Highlights will include six men performing McKenzie of Sea-

forth, four couples performing the Alwyn Suite, a rarely per-

formed dance written by Canadian Margaret Zedworny, and four 

young women dancing the Argyll Broadswords.  The Shetland 

Reel, medleys of Scottish Country Dances, and ladyôs step 

dances will also be on display.  

The Dunsmuir Scottish Dancers was formed 30 years ago to 
promote Scottish dance forms and regularly demonstrates 

dances from its extensive repertoire in the Bay Area and beyond.  

It has been selected to perform at the Ethnic Dance Festival nu-

merous times in recent years.  Ron Wallace has been its director 

for the past twenty years, and more information about this group 

and its performance schedule is available at 

www.dunsmuirscottishdancers.org. 

reorganized our financial system. Subsequent committees have 

grappled with similar issues. In the action that I find most pro-

found, the Branch Committee decided to invest in an AED 

which proved to be an actual life-or-death choice. 

When I was elected to the Branch Committee I felt honored by 

the membership to be entrusted with the affairs of the Branch. It 

was a privilege to serve and to take part in making our pastime a 

little more fun. And it was a pleasure to get to know a few mem-

bers of the Branch in a different setting. Your opportunity to 

have such an experience awaits you. The honor and privilege are 

yours for the asking. Please take the opportunity and contact a 

member of the Branch Committee today and volunteer. For all 

of us.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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