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News from the Branch Committee 

by Don MacQueen, Branch Chair  

The Branch Annual General Meeting is almost upon us ð 
May 7 during the monthly party at the Alameda Masonic 
Temple, one of our regular venues. It would be great to 
have a good turnout! Weôll have a brief financial report, a 
brief ñState of the Branchò report, and our Branch Commit-
tee election. It will barely interfere with the dancing, which 
is as it should be. Hope to see you there.  

In other monthly party news, weôve decided to try some-
thing new (or newish) next year. After some discussion at a 
Branch Committee meeting and the Class Managers meet-
ing, weôve moved one of the parties from Alameda to Hay-
ward (saving significantly in hall rental), and moved the 
time to the afternoon. This is an experiment in the hopes of 
improving the monthly party financial picture, and hopeful-
ly it will also be good in terms of attendance. Youôll have 
to let us know afterwards whether it works. From time to 
time there are schedule conflicts between our monthly party 
schedule and other events that our members like attend, 
thus hurting our attendance. For various reasons, Iôm not 
(personally) much inclined to start moving our schedule 
around to a accommodate such things. We sometimes dis-
cuss this at Branch Committee meetings. I donôt see any 
immediate prospect of making such changes (and next 
yearôs schedule is already set, or nearly set) ð but if you 
have any thoughts about this, feel free to share them with 
me or any Branch Committee member. As always, we wel-
come your input on things pertaining to Scottish Country 
Dancing in the greater (much greater!) San Francisco Bay 
Area. 

 

Taking up the Torch 

by Kristi Closser  

After the last issue Greg Reznik officially retired as editor 
of the branch newsletter, and in a moment of weakness I 
agreed to take on the responsibility for the near future. 
Greg, as editor of the R&S, did an amazing job keeping 
everyone in the branch up to date with events in the Scot-
tish country dance world for more years than Iôve been 
dancing. Thank you Greg! 

In upcoming months, I would love to include more articles/
columns/photographs/cartoons etc. from throughout our 
dancing communityéso do send along anything that might 
be of interest to the (randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org). All 
contributions should be submitted by the first Saturday in 
even numbered months (next deadline June 4th). Also, I 
was looking through some of the old issues and realized 

that it has been ages since any class reports have appeared 
in the newsletter, so Iôd like to request all class managers, 
or other volunteers, send in at least a few sentences about 
recent events in their classes for the next issue. Hopefully, 
this will continue to be a great resource for keeping the 
branch connected!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Candidate Course 

By Alan Twhigg, Teacher Training Contact  
 

Have you thought about becoming a Scottish Country 
Dance teacher? On the odd-numbered years, Teachersô As-
sociation (Canada) conducts an examination tour whereby 
the examiners travel to exam centers throughout Canada 
and the United States. To be selected as an exam center, a 
Branch needs to have at minimum six teacher candidates. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Art by Jared Bailey, Santa Rosa Class 
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In preparation for the teacher exams, the San Francisco 
Branch may offer a teacher candidate course if there is 
sufficient interest. The course would take place over eight 
to ten weeks in Winter2016/Spring 2017, one class per 
week. The decision to hold a teacher candidate course and 
request that TAC include the San Francisco Branch as an 
exam center will be made at the Teachersô Committee 
meeting on 21 May 2016.  TAC will schedule the exams 
for Spring 2017. 

The teacher exams are divided into two parts.  

Part 1 (previously the Preliminary Pass) is comprised of 
three units:  

Unit 1, written paper; A test on various aspects of the 
RSCDS, comprehension of elements of Scottish 
country dancing, general knowledge of music for 
Scottish country dancing. 

Unit 2, practical dancing; Dance twelve prescribed 
RSCDS dances. 

Unit 3, Teaching Level 1; Teach the assigned 16 bars 
of an RSCDS dance, including the dominant step. 

Part 2 (Full Certificate) is comprised of two units:  

Unit 4, Teaching practice; A record of 6 hours of inde-
pendent teaching, with self-evaluation. 

Unit 5, Teaching Level 2; Teach an assigned 32 bar 
RSCDS dance 

A few dancers have already expressed interest in the 
teacher candidate course and subsequent examinations; 
however, we need a minimum of six candidates to qualify 
as an exam center. The last time San Francisco Branch 
was an exam center was 2011. If you have thought about 
training to become a Scottish country dance teacher, now 
might be your best opportunity. Candidates may prefer the 
advantage of a course spread over many weeks rather than 
concentrated in a fortnight as is done at the Summer 
Schools. Having the classes held locally and the examiners 
traveling to the San Francisco Bay Area is the most eco-
nomical way of becoming a certificated teacher. If teach-
ers know of possible candidates in their classes, please 
encourage them to pursue their teaching certification. For 
more information, please contact Alan Twhigg 
(keltek1@att.net). 

 

Asilomar ï The Weekend Has Begun! 

By Charlotte Greig, for Asilomar Weekend 2016  

The annual Asilomar Weekend is the biggest event that 
the San Francisco Branch hosts. This year the Asilomar 
Weekend takes place Friday-Sunday, October 28th-30th 

2016 at the Asilomar Conference Grounds in Pacific 

Grove. We are thrilled to have Pat Coyle, Graham Donald, 
Sara Gratiot, Robert McOwen, Lin Pettengill and Andrew 
Smith as our 2016 faculty. All are first-rate teachers. We 
have two outstanding bands: Tullochgorum from Boston, 
are our musicians for the Kim McGarrity Memorial Ball, 
Saturday Night; and StringFire! a popular local band, will 
play for dancers at the Friday night Welcome Dance.   

While we were planning this year's Weekend, we re-
watched the video produced by Viki Lewis and Frank 
Simeone.  Whether you're a first time attendee, or have 
been attending for years, the video gives a great sense of 
what the Asilomar Weekend is all about. Rediscover Asi-
lomar by watching it on YouTube or watch it direct on our 
web page asilomar.rscds-sf.org. 

We cordially invite you to join us for for the Asilomar 
Weekend 2016.  We are now accepting applications online 
and by mail. Deposits are due by Friday, April 29th. For full 
weekend details and to apply, please go directly to        
asilomar.rscds-sf.org 

Sign up & plan on coming down to Asilomar! 

We all look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

ñI was introduced to Scottish dancing by Robert and Barbara 
McOwen, who I met at a party of folk dancers in the '70's. I 
mostly played music (flute) at first, with the Cabbage band, 

which was an exciting 
and satisfying experi-
ence, and learned a bit 
of dancing along the 
way. I remember Robert 
teaching the poussette 
at a class on the UC 
campus very early on. A 
long time later I mar-
ried a Most Eligible and 
Excellent Scottish Danc-
er (Kevin) and proceed-
ed to take a break from 
dancing while our two 
kids grew up. It has 
been wonderful to get 
back to dancing after 
they went off to college. 
I have achieved a dream 
of taking up Ladies Step 
Dancing, which I love 
for its gracefulness, and 

am very appreciative of Lori Farrell Howard's patient teach-
ing. Scottish dancing is now full of friends, with many opportu-
nities to benefit from expert and talented teaching, and be in-
spired by exceptional, spirit-lifting music. It enriches my life on 
a daily basis.ò 

Caryn Palmer Lesko 

Photo by Irma Novak 

https://youtu.be/OS3NBOokb7E
file:///C:/Users/kclosser/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/kclosser/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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RSCDS-SF CALENDAR OF EVENTS Å 2016 
As of 4/4/16 Å Compiled by Amy Van Doren  vandoren.amy.l@gmail.com 

APRIL 

17, Su: 1:45-4:15, Featured Devisor Class, Int/Adv $10 per 

class. Holbrook Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave, Ather-

ton. Teachers Lin Pettengill and Paula Jacobson. Info: 

Paula 831-688-8295 or Lin 650-455-3872 

30, Sa: 10 am - 4 pm, Santa Rosa Youth Workshop. For 
Int/Adv level dancers 35 and under.  Sponsored by 
RSCDS-SF. $45 before April 1/$65 after (includes Ball, 
see below).  Monroe Hall, 1400 West College Ave in 
Santa Rosa.  Info: Levi Bailey 707-793-7931 or bai-
leykilts@comcast.net. Flyer at www.rscds-sf.org and 
https://www.facebook.com/scottishcountrydanceyouth/ 

30, Sa: 5:30 - 8:30 pm, Santa Rosa Youth Ball.  For inter-
mediate & advanced dancers of all ages. Sponsored by 
RSCDS-SF.  Ball only:  $15 pre-reg./$20 at door. Finley 
Community Center, 2060 West College Ave in Santa 
Rosa. Info: Levi Bailey   707-793 -7931 or bai-
leykilts@comcast.net. Flyer at http://goo.gl/mAqqql 

MAY 

7, Sa: 7:30pm, Monthly Party, Alameda Masonic Temple, 
2312 Alameda Ave in Alameda. Sponsored by the New 
World Dancers and the San Francisco Class. Info: 
Mark Burt at 510-760-7595 or m5burt@yahoo.com 

25, Wed:  7.45-10.00 pm Mountain View Class End of Year 

Party.  The Garden House, Shoup Park, Los Altos, 400 

University Ave. Los Altos.  Info.  Janet Kitajima 650 567

-9285 

JUNE 

4,  Sa: 3:00pm, Monthly Party, Aptos Grange, 2555 Mar 
Vista Dr, Aptos. Sponsored by the Santa Cruz and 
Monterey Classes. Info: Mark Burt at 510-760-7595 or 
m5burt@yahoo.com 

16, Th: 7:45pm, Summer Solstice Party, sponsored by the 
San Francisco Class. Live music. 3040 22nd Street at 
Shotwell, San Francisco. Info: sfscottishdanc-
ers@gmail.com or www.sf-scottishdancers.org 

18, Sa: 7 pm Beginnerôs Ball, honoring the New Dancers 
of 2015-2016. Sponsored by the Santa Rosa class. 
Hermann Sons Hall, 860 Western Ave at the corner of 
Webster in Petaluma.  Live music by Hood, Wink & 
Swagger. Info: Sherry Wright at 707-823-9332 or sher-
rywrightsw@comcast.net. 

25, Sa: 1-4pm Workshop, 7:30pm Dance, Truckee Work-
shop and Dance, Truckee Donner Rec Center, 
10046 Church St, Truckee, Ca. Sponsored by the Sil-
ver State Dancers. Info: Crystal Goodwin at 775-240-
2945 or clgn@sbcglobal.net  

AUGUST 

13, Sa: 4:30pm, Summer by the Sea Dance, Santa Cruz 
Class 42nd annual.  Aptos Grange, 2555 Mar Vista Dr. 
in Aptos. Info: Sonya Newlyn snewlyn@hotmail.com 

SEPTEMBER 

3,  Sa: 7:30pm Jean Patrick Memorial Dance, Pleasanton 
Veteranôs Hall, 310 Main Street in 
Pleasanton.  Cost:  $18 in advance or $23 after Aug 26 
or at the door. For youth/students: $10 in advance, or 
$12 after Aug 26 or at the door.  Info: Margaret Ward at 
margaretww@comcast.net  

OCTOBER 

15, Sa: 1:15pm-4:30pm, Asilomar Weekend Ball Pre-

view,  St Mark's Episcopal Church  600 Colorado Av., 

Palo Alto CA 94306. Teacher: Paula Jacobson.  Cost: 

$10 one session, $16 for any 2 sessions at either loca-

tion. 

16, Su: 1:15pm-4:30pm, Asilomar Weekend Ball Pre-

view,  St.Clement's Church, 2837 Claremont Blvd., 

Berkeley, CA 94306 Teacher: Bruce Herbold.  Cost: 

$10 one session, $16 for any 2 sessions at either loca-

tion.  

22, Sa: 1:15pm-4:30pm, Asilomar Weekend Ball Pre-

view, St Mark's Episcopal Church, See above. 

23, Su:  1:15pm-4:30pm, Asilomar Weekend Ball Pre-

view,  St.Clement's Church, See above. 

28-30, Fr-Su: Annual Asilomar Weekend, Workshops, and 
Masquerade Ball at Asilomar Conference Grounds, 
Pacific Grove, CA. Teachers: Graham Donald, Pat 
Coyle, Robert McOwen, Andrew Smith, Lin Pettengill, 
& Sara Gratiot.  Musicians: Tullochgorum & Stringfire! 
and more.  Applications available April 1st 2016. Full 
weekend details & applications at Asilomar.rscds-
sf.org . Questions: Asilomar Chair: Patti Cobb, 510-858
-7588 or pkcobb@pacbell.net.   

 

Do you have fun at the Valentineôs Ball? 
 

Like all Branch events, the Valentineôs Ball is organized by volunteer effort. The Valentineôs Ball Committee is 
looking for new members. Might that be you?  The Nominating Committee is seeking volunteers for the 2017 Valen-
tineôs Ball committee. Please contact Dwayne McQuilliams (boldmary@aol.com) or Bradley Hobbs 
(bshrscds@gmail.com) if you are interested. Thank you! 

mailto:vandoren.amy.l@gmail.com
mailto:baileykilts@comcast.net
mailto:baileykilts@comcast.net
http://www.rscds-sf.org
https://www.facebook.com/scottishcountrydanceyouth/
mailto:baileykilts@comcast.net
mailto:baileykilts@comcast.net
http://goo.gl/mAqqql
mailto:m5burt@yahoo.com
mailto:m5burt@yahoo.com
mailto:sfscottishdancers@gmail.com
mailto:sfscottishdancers@gmail.com
http://www.sf-scottishdancers.org
mailto:sherrywrightsw@comcast.net
mailto:sherrywrightsw@comcast.net
tel:775-240-2945
tel:775-240-2945
mailto:clgn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:snewlyn@hotmail.com
mailto:margaretww@comcast.net
http://asilomar.rscds-sf.org/
http://asilomar.rscds-sf.org/
mailto:pkcobb@pacbell.net
mailto:bshrscds@gmail.com


R E E L   S T R A T H S P E Y P E R  Å  R S C D S  Å  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  B R A N C H 

 4 

APRIL 2016 
 

Sat-Sun  23-24 Vancouver (WA) RSCDS Southwest 
WA State Branch Annual Dinner Dance. Spon-
sored by RSCDS Southwest Washington State 
Branch. Sat: Tour the Fort 1pm, Dinner 6pm, Dance 
7:15pm; Sun: Walk thru downtown. Music: Andy Im-
brie, Sherryl Faux, David Knight. Semi-formal at-
tire. $35. Contact Linda Mae Dennis 
lmae@comcast.net.  

 [www.rscds-swws.org] 

 
 

photo from the Calgary RSCDS website 

 

Sat  30  Vernon (BC) Vernon Scottish Country 
Dancers One Day Workshop. Sponsored by 
Vernon Scottish Country dancers. Sat: Classes 9am-
2:30pm, Dance 4:30-8:30pm. Teacher: Ruth Jappy. 
Music: Mary Ross (Victoria). Lunch & Supper. Con-
tact Ruth Hurst 250-545-2626 kenhurst@shaw.ca or 
Kathy Drew 250-542-4139 kathdin@shaw.ca. 
[vernonscd.wix.com/vernonscd] 

 
Sat  30    San Pedro (Los Angeles) (CA) LA 
50th Anniversary Dinner and Ball Sponsored by 
Los Angeles Branch. 6:00pm. Music: Scotch Mist. 
Formal Dinner. $75. Contact Rosemary Abend 310-
373-1985 rabend7731@verizon.net or Roberta Got-
fried  

 310-490-9594 rgotfried@alum.vassar.edu.  
 [www.rscds-losangeles.org/50Anniv.html] 

   
MAY 2016 
 

Fri-Sun  13-15 Boston (MA) 60th Anniversary 
Higland Ball Weekend. Sponsored by RSCDS 
Boston Branch. Fri: Welcome Dance 8-11pm; Sat: 
Dinner 5:30, Ball 7:45pm; Sun: Brunch Dance 11am. 
Music: Tullochgorum. Formal black-and-white 
themed ball attire. US$85.  Events at various sites, 
Sunday brunch dance at a private home, directions 
on request. Home hospitality available for out-of-
town guests. Contact Emily Peterson highland-
ball@rscdsboston.org. [www.rscdsboston.org/events
-HighlandBall.html] 

 

Fri-Sun  20-22 Hopewell Junction (NY) Pawling Week-
end. Sponsored by RSCDS New York Branch. Fri: 
Buffet supper 6pm, Dance 8pm, Sat: Classes, Dinner 
6:30pm, Ball 8pm, Ceilidh 11:30pm,. Teachers: Pat 
Houghton (UK), Tim Wilson (California); Robert McOw-
en (Mass.). Music: Scotch Mist & guests. More details 
to follow - see website.. Contact Sally Clayton pawling-
weekend@gmail.com.[www.rscdsnewyork.org]      

 

Sat  21   Spring Ball & Workshop. Sponsored by 
Sacramento RSCDS Branch.  Workshops: 10:30-
noon, 1:30-3:00, Ball review 3:00pm. Ball 7:00pm. See 
website for prices, by May 1, higher at door. Teacher: 
Fred DeMarse. [http://rscds-sacramento.org] 

 

JUNE 2016  
 

Fri-Sun  24-26 Beloit (WI) Midwest Scottish Weekend. 
Sponsored by Chicago, Milwaukee, and Madison 
RSCDS groups. 8pm Friday - 1pm Sunday. Teacher: 
Sandy Gallamore. Music: Mara Shea & Dave Wiesler. 
$240. Contact Diana Hankes 262-679-8522  

 midwestscottishweekend@gmail.com or Mady  
 Newfield 630-584-0825 folkdance@fnal.gov. 
[sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend] 

 
 
    

 Emauzy Abbey Dance Hall  - Dvorana website   
 

Fri-Thu  24-30 Prague Scottish Country Dance Week. 
Prague, Czeck Republic. Classes, dances, tours. See 
[http://www.dvorana.cz/dance/2016/scdw] for sched-
ule, etc. Teacher: Ron Wallace. Music: Muriel Zobel 
(Johnstone).  $635; see website for accommodations.                                                       
Thur-Sun June 30 - July 3  South Bohemia   

 

 

RSCDS EVENTS ELSEWHERE Å 2016 
 

Revised 3/25/16 Å Compiled by Mimi Mueller  mmuellersf@comcast.net  

Limited information only. For more information on these and other events, try the  
Inter-City Scot: www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php and individual contacts noted.  

For international travels, see http://www.dancescottish.ca/Whats-On-Far 

Please note that some events offer discounts for early registration. These are in bold type when I am aware of them.  

mailto:lmae@comcast.net
http://www.rscds-swws.org/
mailto:kenhurst@shaw.ca
mailto:kathdin@shaw.ca
http://vernonscd.wix.com/vernonscd
mailto:rabend7731@verizon.net
mailto:rgotfried@alum.vassar.edu
http://www.rscds-losangeles.org/50Anniv.html
mailto:highlandball@rscdsboston.org
mailto:highlandball@rscdsboston.org
http://www.rscdsboston.org/events-HighlandBall.html
http://www.rscdsboston.org/events-HighlandBall.html
http://www.rscdscalgary.org/
mailto:pawlingweekend@gmail.com
mailto:pawlingweekend@gmail.com
http://www.rscdsnewyork.org/
mailto:midwestscottishweekend@gmail.com
mailto:folkdance@fnal.gov
https://sites.google.com/site/midwestscottishweekend
http://www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php
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 MORE EVENTS ELSEWHERE 
 

JULY 2016 
 

Mon-Fri  4-8 Pinewoods Dance Camp (MA) 
 English Scottish Contra Week ï ESCAPE session 

Fri-Mon  8-11 Pinewoods Dance Camp (MA) Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society Session 1. 

Mon-Sat 11-16: Pinewoods Dance Camp (MA) Royal 
Scottish Country Dance Society Session 2 

Scottish Class at Pinewoods, from the website--Photo by Meyer Billmers 
 

 Sponsored by RSCDS Boston Branch. Teachers: An-
toine Rousseau, Elaine Brunken, Tim Wilson, Jen 
Schoonover. Music: Barbara McOwen, James 
MacQueen, Laird Brown, Peter Barnes, Catherine 
Miller, & others. Various attire. All meals included. 
$315-685. Please note that our application deadline 
has changed. Applications postmarked by March 1 
(not April 1) receive equal treatment. Late applications 
considered in order of mailing date. All levels of experi-
ence welcome; $25 discount for RSCDS members. 
Contact Linda McJannet 617-492-8180   

 scdpinewoods2016@gmail.com or Beth Birdsall 802-
989-3147 scdpinewoods2016@gmail.com. 
[rscdsboston.org/events-pinewoods-scottish.html]
[www.pinewoods.org/] 

 

Jul 17-Aug 14   RSCDS Summer School See RSCDS 
website for information. 

 

AUGUST 2016 
 

Mon-Fri   15-19  Scotch on the Rocks. Wolfville, Nova 
Scotia. Sponsored by Valley Scottish Country Danc-
ers. Four half-day classes at intermediate-advanced 
level 9:30-10:45, 11:15-12:30; 2 scenic afternoon ex-
cursions, one 1-hour massage (sign-up at registration). 
Tues 7:00pm ceilidh; Fri 10:00 dance with live music. 
Teachers: Duncan & Maggie Keppie. C$$250 inclu-
sive. $100 deposit with registration form. Limited to 32 
dance class registrants. Contact Duncan Keppie, 
2367 Ridge Rd., Wolfville, Nova Scotia B4P 2R3  
phone 902-542-5320.  keppie@eastlink.ca 

  
SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

Fri-Sun  9-11  Port Townsend (WA) Fort Worden 
Workshop Weekend. Sponsored by Seattle Branch 
RSCDS. Fri: Welcome dance 8-11pm, Sat: classes 9-
noon, 1:15-2:30pm, Ball 8-11:30pm, Sun: am class. 
Teachers: Sharon Osborne Barker, Linda Henderson, 
Andrew Smith, Ron Wallace. Music: Muriel Johnstone, 
Keith Smith. Ball: semi formal-formal attire. Contact 
Elizabeth Miller 206-782-8345 3martlet@gmail.com or 
Sarah Manchanda (Registrar)  

 fwreg@rscds-seattle.org.  
 [www.rscds-seattle.org/fort-worden-workshop.html] 
 
NOVEMBER 2016 
 

Fri-Sun  4-6  Gainesville (FL) North Florida Fall Ball 
and Workshop. Sponsored by Gainesville Scottish 
Country Dancers.  Fri: Welcome Dance 8-11pm; Sat: 
Class 9am-noon, Fall Ball 8-11pm. Music: MacRowdie 
Ceilidh Band. Friday night casual attire, Saturday night 
semi-formal attire. Friday night light snacks, Sat. lunch, 
ball intermission: chocolate fondue. $85. Contact Nor-
ma Wilson 352-234-3773 gainesvillescd@yahoo.com 
[www.rscdsorlandobranch.org]  

 [www.rscdsedmonton.com/annual-workshop--ball.html] 

Dance, dance, for the figure 
is easy  

The tune is catching and 
will not stop  

Dance till the stars come 
down from the rafters  

Dance, dance, dance till you 
drop.  

ðW.H. Auden 

mailto:scdpinewoods2016@gmail.com
mailto:scdpinewoods2016@gmail.com
http://rscdsboston.org/events-pinewoods-scottish.html
mailto:3martlet@gmail.com
mailto:fwreg@rscds-seattle.org
http://www.rscds-seattle.org/fort-worden-workshop.html
mailto:gainesvillescd@yahoo.com
http://www.rscdsorlandobranch.org/
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Rendezvous A Vichy, Paris Branch RSCDS Easter Weekend Workshop and Ball 

By Donna Weidenfeller and Harry Andrews  

Every four years the Paris Branch puts on a grand workshop. Indeed, this event is so amazing I can see why it takes 4 
years to prepare. They choose a different town in France for their workshops; Paris is too expensive. Nicely this gives 
attendees an opportunity to tour a lovely French town alongside the dance weekend. The town of Vichy is an architec-
tural delight; an eclectic mixture of French building styles from different periods of history. We danced in the Vichy 
Town Opera which is a listed monument. The decor of gold, pastels, and floral wall paintings was a perfect venue for a 
formal ball. We dined in this hall with a 4 course dinner preceded by a champagne and hors d' oeuvres reception. Here 
we all were in our finery enjoying elegant French food and conversation. It really was like a fairy tale come true!! 

 

 

We danced to the music of Muriel Johnstone, Ian Robertson, and Jim Lindsay; they certainly were a fantastic band. 
Many of the tunes were written by Muriel as well as some dances were chosen that honoured her. Ian's fiddle playing 
was amazing and Jim's accordion gave this band a rich sound. It was a busy program; we danced for 8 dances before we 
had an interval and the dancing started at 9PM!! With encores the dancing did not end till 12:30AM!!  And then there 
was party time afterwards. Otherwise the weekend follows the schedule of other workshops. We started the weekend 
with classes Saturday afternoon and ended at Monday lunch. There was time in the afternoon to tour the town or catch 
up on sleep. 

Graham Donald was our teacher for the weekend. There were 150 participants and he did a fantastic job of managing all 
these dancers. We are very fortunate to have him as one of our teachers at Asilomar this year (and as a bonus his partner 
Craig Houston will teach a ball review for us). 

From left: Graham Donald, Donna Weidenfeller, Craig Houston 
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Register for the Beginnersô Ball! 
 

By Sherry Wright  

Greetings dancers, families and friends! June is fast approaching, and it's time to register for the 2016 Beginners' 
Ball to celebrate all our new dancers!  Please join us on Saturday, June 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm for an exciting evening 
of Scottish dancing to the live music of Hood, Wink & Swagger at Hermann Sons Hall, Petaluma, CA.  Please en-
courage your friends, family, and especially new dancers to attend.  Enjoy the grand march, a champagne toast to 
the new dancers of 2015-2016, the company of friends old and new, and an after-ball buffet!  

Please see the flyer and registration form elsewhere in this newsletter.  And do remember to register by Saturday, 
June 11 for the early registration discount prices:  $28 for adults and $12 for youth, 16 and under.  (After June 14 
the registration fees increase to $32 for adults and $14 for youth).  Spectators are always welcome for $10, which 
includes the buffet.  For more information, please contact the chairperson:  Sherry Wright, 707-823-9332, 
(sherrywrightsw@comcast.net).  We look forward to seeing you at the Beginners' Ball! 

A Tribute to Muriel Johnstone  
By Shari Salis and Cindy Sobrero  

Dunsmuir Scottish Dancers will be performing ñA Tribute To Muriel Johnstoneò at the upcoming San Francisco 
Ethnic Dance Festival and you are cordially invited! Our performances will be 2 pm and 8 pm on Saturday June 11, 
and 2 pm on Sunday June 12, at the Palace of Fine Arts in San Francisco. Dunsmuir Artistic Director, Ron Wallace, 
has devised a medley of dances to tunes composed by the inimitable Muriel, and happily she is coming to see the 
show. We hope you will come too! 

There will be a wine and cheese reception in Muriel's honor the following Tuesday, June 14, from 7:30 pm til 9:30 
pm at the San Pablo Sportsmans Hall. We hope you will come to that too! The address is 5220 Glenn Ave, Rich-
mond, CA 94805. 

You can purchase tickets and find more information about the SF Ethnic Dance Festival at http://worldartswest.org/
main/tickets.asp 

Mark your calendars and watch for the flyer at your classes! 

Carpooling 

Do you ever attend dance events?  
Is transportation an issue?   

Did you know you can arrange carpools via the branch 
website?   

This is a highly underused feature branch-members can 
use.  Once you sign in to the branch website (http://
www.rscds-sf.org) a link appears in the upper left cor-
ner to ñCreate or Join Carpoolò.  If you are attending an 
event and have space in your vehicle you simply indi-
cate that you are going (also when and where you in-
tend to leave from), then if someone in is looking for a 
ride they can join there or contact you about it. It does 
currently require that drivers sign-up first. Carpooling 
extends the social aspect of traveling to dances and 
conserves resources! 

 

Santa Rosa Youth Workshop and Ball 
By Levi Bailey  

(Youth Workshop and Ball Committee Chair)  

Hello Bay Area Dancers!  

This April 30th, the Santa Rosa Branch Youth and Family 
Class are hosting our second annual Youth Workshop & 
Ball (sponsored by the SF Branch)! This workshop is de-
signed to bring together intermediate and advanced level 
youth dancers (age 35 and under) to spend time refining 
Scottish Country Dance technique, including handing, cov-
ering, safety, and sociability.  July 2015 was our event de-
but, and we had a blast!  We had a great team pulling it 
together, and for our first event, we had a small but excited 
turn out! Great teachers, great musicians, great dancers, 
and a lot of fun! The evening ball is open to everyone! 
This  is a great opportunity to have dancers of all ages to-
gether, sharing this great tradition of Scottish Country 
Dance!  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:sherrywrightsw@comcast.net
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