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News from the Branch Committee

TAC Summer School, Calgary, Alberta

by Don MacQueen, Chair

by Charlotte Greig

For the past several months a small committee, including our
webmaster and assistant webmaster, has been looking at how
we might improve the Branch website. Currently, it looks like
we’re going to refresh the front end, with a particular focus on
presenting Scottish Country Dancing in as appealing a manner
as we can, to as many people as we can. This could be a bit
challenging — and at some point, maybe later this fall, I expect we will be looking for fresh new photos, and maybe some
good video clips. It currently looks like back end functionality,
that supports various Branch administrative functions, will
continue much as is, though perhaps with cosmetic changes. If
you would like to join this effort, please let me know.

The Scottish Country Dance Teachers' Association (Canada) or
TAC held its annual Teacher's Conference Weekend and Summer School in Calgary, Alberta in July/August. Well over 250
attendees from across the world came to learn, dance and catch
up with dance friends, new and old. San Francisco Branch was
very well represented with best I could count, 28 members in
attendance.

Notes from the Editor
By Kristi Closser

This issue is cumulative for September-December. Over the
last few months it has become increasingly clear that I cannot
manage the newsletter during the semesters, due to the
demands of my job and other commitments locally. Thus, I
will be stepping down as editor. I should be able to assist with
the December/January issue as it falls between semesters, but
beyond that I cannot commit to continuing. It is not a huge
commitment...typically 5-10 hours per issue, with 6 issues per
year. The current template is in Microsoft Publisher, and quite
easy to use if you have any familiarity with Word or similar
programs and it could be done in other programs if you want to
take the effort to convert it.

Yee Hah! San Francisco Branch members at Tuesday night's Western
theme dance . Photo by Charlotte Grieg

Summer School was held at Mount Royal University on the
south west of the city, not that far from the home of the Calgary
Stampede – which brings to mind Calgary's stampede hospitality! Attendees were treated to authentic stampede cowboy hats
(See TAC, page 5)

Notes on Monthly Party Dances

Next deadline is December 7th!

By Bruce Herbold

randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org.

Here we charge into 2020!

RSCDS SF Members Learn to Save a Life
By Mark Caplin

Before the October 5th monthly party, 15 dancers took part in a
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation/Automatic Electronic Defibrillator (CPR/AED) class led by Mark Caplin. The class covered how to use personal protective equipment and ensure
safety at the scene of a medical emergency, adult/child CPR,
AED use, and narcotics overdose treatment. Participants also
learned about the “Chain of Survival.” The training was a mix
of lecture, videos, and hands-on experience including practice
with mannequins. Each participant earned a CPR/AED certification card, and the class adjourned for the monthly party.
During the second break of the dance program, the newly certified AED/CPR team conducted a drill and demonstration of
what they learned and the Branch’s cardiac arrest protocol.
Mark Caplin took to the stage and announced: “We need to
conduct a cardiac arrest drill. But we are dancers, so we’ll do
(See Life, page 9)

New this time we have Double Sixty, a dance written by Julie
Wyrick with a tune by Steve Wyrick, published in the new Volume 2 of the New World Dancers Collection. Double Sixty was
written to help celebrate the 60th birthdays of Greg and Olga
Reznick in 2015.
Returning after a 8 year absence we have The Zoologist. Sara
Gratiot sent me this note: " I don't know if everyone has the corrected diagram for The Zoologist, perhaps important since we've
(See Notes, page 6)

In this issue
New DAA Class ..............................................................page 2
Obituaries.........................................................................page 3
SF Branch at TAC ...........................................................page 5
Fort Worden 2019 ............................................................page 6
Guidelines on Monthly Party Walk-throughs ..................page 6
Upcoming Monthly Party Progams .................................page 7
Local Events ....................................................................page 8
Events Elsewhere .............................................................page 9
Class List .......................................................................page 22
Volunteers ......................................................................page 23

R E E L

&

S T R A T H S P E Y P E R

•

R S C D S

•

S A N

F R A N C I S C O

B R A N C H

Reel & Straspeyper New Editor Needed
Urgent Notice:
Unless someone volunteers to be the new R&S editor, there
will be at most one more issue published, and then no more!

We need someone!
The R&S is published six times per year. Some experience and skill with
desktop publishing software is necessary. Currently, Microsoft Publisher is
being used. This is a Microsoft Office product and runs on both Mac and PC
computers, but the editor can choose what to use.

Please contact any member of the Branch Committee if you are
the one!
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Hilda Gotcher (nee Deakin): 1928 – 2019 (90)

Susan Taft Langdon Kass: 1936 - 2019 (83)

Hilda (Deakin) Gotcher passed away on July11 with family at
her side. She was 90 years old.

On Thursday, June 28th. Susie passed away, at home. She was
comfortable and surrounded by family. She spent her last days
peacefully and in graceful acceptance. She was alert and in
good spirits almost up to her last hours. Indomitable as ever!

Hilda and Dick met in the early days of Scottish dancing in
San Francisco and were married in 1963. They moved to Mill
Valley and Hilda coordinated a dance class in the Almonte hall
taught by Warren Lee, Patrick Jordan and myself for many
years. The Mill Valley class was a loyal group of all levels,
ages and persuasions, often joined by dancers from other venues. She made everyone welcome and we had lots of great
Friday nights dancing. Hilda also arranged Ralston White
weekends and Hogmanay parties where she could be found in
the kitchen, arranging her jam tarts or stirring the wassail before the Midnight repast.
A celebration of her life will be held in Mill Valley at a later
date. Hilda will be remembered as a warm, loving London lady
and a very dear friend on mine for over 60 years.
—Contributed by Elsie Robertson
We were recently saddened
to hear of the passing of
Hilda Gotcher, one of the
early members of the San
Francisco Reel and Strathspey Club. I first met Dick
and Hilda when I began
dancing in the Mill Valley
class in 1973. A group of
students had started dancing at Redwood High
School, when an international exchange teacher,
Mike Dove, started a small
class there. He encouraged
us all to attend the Mill
Valley class, and a handful
of us started dancing on
Friday nights. My first visit
to the class I was graciously welcomed by Hilda - she
wanted to know my name,
where I had danced, she
accepted my $0.75, and had
me sign in. From then on,
Hilda and I were friends.
For the rest of my high
school years, Friday nights
Alberta Lesko and Hilda Gotcher
meant dancing with in Mill
decorating the 1993 Ralston-White Retreat Valley.

Susie is survived by her husband, Sid
Kass; her children Jaysa (Marc Zablatsky)
of San Francisco, CA and Phil Kass of
Berkeley, CA; 2 granddaughters 7-year
old Kallie Zablatsky and 18-year-old
Alexis Ripley, and by her two younger
sisters Ann Langdon-Days and Kit Langdon, as well as many nieces and nephews.
Susie was born and raised in Providence,
Rhode Island. Early in her life, she
learned to shoulder responsibility, because, after a stroke, her
father became invalid, so her mother went to work full time.....
leaving Susie to care for her two younger sisters. The habit of
care-taking became a cornerstone of Susie's character.
She attended Brown University, graduating in 1954. She then
moved to the Bay Area to teach high school biology. There,
she met the love of her life, Sid Kass. They married in 1962,
and together raised two children, Phil and Jaysa,
Sid and Susie enjoyed all sorts of folk dance... then, in 1975
they found Scottish Country Dance in Berkeley, California,
and were completely hooked! Participation in Scottish Country
dancing, and its large community became a major focus in
Susie's life. In April 1985, Susie studied for and passed the
exam to become a Scottish Country Dance teacher and taught
in San Francisco for more than 3 decades, both with the San
Francisco class and at UCSF Fitness Center. Susie's enthusiasm was in large part responsible for getting Scottish Country
Dance classes going in San Francisco.
She also served on the Branch Committee (the governing
board) many times and in many different rolls. Susie's first
service was a member-at-large an at-large from 1984-85.
She returned to the BC in 1993 through 1999, serving as ViceChair in 1995-96 and as Chair in 1998-99.
She was very dedicated to reaching out to the wider community to invite people to join the ranks of Scottish Country Dancers,,.., and share the joy she and Sid found there. And that dedication showed itself in her participation on the Branch's Membership Committee for many years. In the early 2000s, the
Membership committee convened a working group to put together a members' handbook. Susie was instrumental in the
successful work of that group. In 2008, the Branch recognized
her contribution in promoting the Highland Games by awarding her a Certificate of Appreciation.

Hilda was always there to fill out a set, donning a red ribbon if
she were dancing on the men’s side. She looked after the reIn addition to Scottish Country Dance, Susie's interests extendfreshments at the break, shooing people out of the
ing to swimming, which she
kitchen when they were needed on the dance floor
enjoyed 1-2 times a week, well
End is in beginning;
(or more likely making too much noise). She alinto her 80's. She enjoyed
And in beginning end:
ways brought her jam-tarts to class parties. Hilda
teaching young children to
Death is not loss, nor life winning;
had an infectious, happy disposition. My first dance
swim, at the UCSF Fitness
But each and to each is friend.
retreat was Mill Valley’s Ralston-White weekend
Center, where she also worked
in 1974. Dick and Hilda organized the event, makin publications and graphics.
—William Soutar
ing sure all the details were handled. The RalstonShe and Sid also enjoy English
(See Hilda, continued on page 4)

(See Susie, continued on page 4)
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(Susie, continued from page 3)

(Hilda, continued from page 3)

White mansion is a large house on the slopes of Mt. Tam. The
sleeping arrangements had to be creative to accommodate all
the dancers since there were not enough bedrooms. The second
floor was organized for the married couples, while the top
floor was reserved for the singles. In typical Hilda-fashion, she
oversaw the organization of the second floor, separating the
men from the women with suspended blankets. Beds were
arranged to accommodate everyone on the correct side of the
blankets. Again, in Hilda fashion, she didn’t ask or worry
about what went on on the top floor.
When I returned home on college breaks I would drop in at
class and made a point of attending the Christmas parties. Hilda was always at the front desk to collect my dues and welcome me back.
My parents started dancing in the Mill Valley class some years
after I left the area for graduate school. Soon the warmth and
graciousness of that class and particularly Hilda’s, converted
them to regulars. In the 1990s, Hilda ceded the class-secretary
duties to my mother and she then kept the attendance ledger,
collected fees, did the banking, and maintained the class records. In reading through this files, I pieced together the early
years of the Mill Valley class and Dick and Hilda’s history
with the Branch. Both were members of the Reel and Strathspey Club – Hilda joined in April 1958 and Dick in 1959. In
1961 Dick was chairman and Hilda was secretary. The Club
newsletter in 1963 records: … Gloria Hetherington became
engaged to Danny Rennert and Michaela DeBoer to Will Kinsey in February, and the recent marriage of Susan Crouch to
Steven Radoyichich was announced. Jenny Rice became engaged to Tommy Craig in May and Dick Gotcher to Hilda
Deakin in Aug … this must have been a very special group
and era. The club became an official RSCDS branch in 1965.
Dick and Hilda’s names continue to appear in the branch history in various offices and duties. In 1968 the Mill Valley class
was started, dancing in Hammond Hall of the Mill Valley
Episcopal church and then moving to Almonte Hall four years
later, where they remained until a few years ago. All during
this time Hilda was the leader, spokesperson, and organizer for
the class – and always bringing her jam-tarts.
When our children were little we attended the Mill Valley
Christmas parties. Hilda always made sure Kathryn and Collin
were especially welcomed. While Scottish dancing might not
have been Collin’s favorite activity, Hilda made sure he had a
comfortable place to sit, watch, or play with his toys. She
made sure that Kathryn enjoyed some of the easier dances.
For decades Hilda was the personal secretary for the Dodie
Rosekrans in San Francisco where she applied her skills of
organization and communication. She was a committed champion of the American Youth Hostels. She and Kathleen
McAdam organized many fundraisers and events to support
AYH. Kathleen recently told me several stories about those
days, but then thinking about them said I mustn’t repeat them.
Caryn and I attended the final Mill Valley Christmas party a
few years ago. It was especially touching for us to witness my
mother dancing with Hilda and see these two friends, both in
their nineties, both smiling with the joy of dance.
Please join me in expressing our condolences to Dick and their
daughters, Sarah and Mary, for their loss.
—Contributed by Kevin Lesko

Country Dance, kissing cousin to Scottish Country Dance. And
Sid continues to enjoy evenings of English Country Dance in
San Francisco and Palo Alto.
Susie also loved gardening and spending time in her lovely yard.
And she extended her interest and skill to Jaysa's yard, as well.
Being a grandmother was one of the greatest joys of Susie's later
life. She spent as much time as she could with her granddaughters, frequently travelling to Michigan to visit with Alexis, and
volunteering at Kallie's school in San Francisco, as well as the
usual grandma-babysitter duties.
Susie was powerful and enthusiastic about the things that mattered to her.... a force a nature, some would say. She loved living
her life fully, knowing what she wanted and going for it....right
to the very end.
—Contributed by Trina Merriman

Steve Wyrick
From the Editor
Steve Wyrick passed
away on August 17,
2019 from cancer. He
was an amazing musician and a pleasure
to dance with on the
rare occasion he was
able to set down his
fiddle. At the time of
publication for this
newsletter, a full obituary is not available.
This was a great and
unexpected
loss,
please keep his family and especially Julie in your thoughts.

A chord is struck
A toe is tapped
Spirits lift and sing and soar
Swish and spin
Twist and whirl
Feet glide across the floor
The melody played
And harmony made
The music flies out the door
The bow is down
The tune is done
The fiddle shall fiddle no more

From Julie Wyrick
Steve and Julie Wyrick's first CD "Second Chances" is now
available. The CD has 11 tracks; 6 dances from the New World
Scottish Dancers Collection Volume 2 (The Shy Lassie, The
Spurtle King and From the Don to the Dee by Greg Reznick;
Double 60, A Smoky
Morning, and Kate’s
Apple Pie by Julie
Wyrick); Greg Reznick’s dance Lost and
Found from The Heart
of San Francisco Collection; an 8x32 set of
hornpipes suitable for
The Captain from the
SF Solstice Collection; an 8x32 set of 4
of Steve's jigs; also 2
waltzes. The CD will
be available for $15
from the SF Branch
bookstore or directly from us, with a charge for shipping.
To order, send an email to jrwyrick@gmail.com.

4

R E E L

&

S T R A T H S P E Y P E R

(TAC, continued from page 1)

Mary Tindall, Marjorie McLaughlin,
Andy Imbrie and Linda Henderson
(Photo by Charlotte Greig)

•

R S C D S

•

S A N

F R A N C I S C O

donated to TAC for Tuesday's Western
theme dance night. On Sunday morning, we
were treated to a farewell stampede breakfast. Our TAC organizers and local hosts
were welcoming, helpful and generous.
There was outstanding late night hospitality
every night after the dances and entertainment. There were even complementary wine
bottle stoppers (which proved especially useful if you forgot to pack your own! And a
real treat ~ for a small donation to TAC ~
students from the University's Massage
Therapy department were available to massage achy legs and feet during the week.

B R A N C H

Jeff Altman and Margaret Burnett
(Photo by Charlotte Greig)

The Summer School teaching staff were Jimmie Hill (Edinburgh, Scotland), our own Linda
Henderson (California), Geoffrey Selling (Pennsylvania) and Moira Korus (Ontario, Canada). The Music Director was Andy Imbrie and the musicians of course, were Reel of Seven.
As usual, morning dance classes were offered for all, and there was a smorgasbord of afternoon class options, as well as DAA, DAA Assessor and music courses. I enjoyed the morning dance classes, and particularly enjoyed Jimmie Hill's afternoon class on the Lancers. I
had taken Jimmie's Quadrille class at a past Asilomar Weekend so this seemed like a natural
follow-up. It was really interesting to learn more history from Jimmie, and to dance the same
dance to multiple styles of music.

As usual, Summer School started on Sunday evening. After registration, there was dinner
followed by the Welcome Dance. Each evening thereafter there was either Scottish country
dancing or an alternate evening activity. Mid-week this year,
line dancing was offered. On Thursday, after dining off campus
for a change, my roomies and I joined other attendees to watch
the Ceilidh which was held in the University's Wright Theatre.
On Saturday night there was a reception and formal dinner followed by a piped long “grand" march across campus back to
the dance hall for the Ball.
This year I was intrigued to hear what other attendees did or
planned to do before, and after Summer School. Some took bus
rides or rented cars to head up to explore and enjoy the Rockies
from nearby Canmore or Banff. Some planned to head up to
Jasper National Park and the Columbia Icefield. Others like me,
arrived in Calgary early and explored the downtown area. I
enjoyed walking parts of the Bow River Trail, catching a folk
Dancers enjoying the Saturday night Ball (Photo by Charlotte Greig)
music festival and visiting the Glenbow Museum. Of course, I
naturally visited family, and snuck in some genealogy while I was in Alberta!
Over all, Summer School was a great event from beginning to end. In 2020, TAC will again host Summer School, the Teacher's Conference Weekend and Teacher Candidate Courses at Mount Royal University, Calgary. Summer School will be 26 July – 2 August,
2020. Teacher Conference Weekend/AGM will be 24 – 26 July 2020. Teacher Candidate Classes will run 19 July – 2 August 2020.
There’s no doubt it will be even better than 2019! So save the dates.

Group photo of attendees at the Saturday night Ball (Photo by TAC)
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(Notes, Continued from page 1)

just been doing the round, slithery snake pass in Sytherin House. Duncan intended it to form a Z rather than an S. The diagrams on
SCDDB and SCDD show it more clearly but label it "snake pass". There is also a note on the Scottish Country Dancing Dictionary
about the intended shape of the formation. Duncan Brown's directions in Book 46 describe the action but do not call it a snake
pass. His note say, "Bars 29-32 are a variation on a movement devised by Norman Churnside," but again, he does not call it a snake
pass."
Also new this time is Patti's Pleasure, a dance by Gary Knox, longtime treasurer of the Berkeley class, that he wrote for my wife Patti
Cobb. After last Asilomar I went looking for a strathspey that had either the Grand Chain Figure of Eight we had just been doing
in Equilibrium or a different one with the Box Setting and Gypsy Poussette we had been doing in Gypsy Dreams. I stumbled across
Gary's dance which I had completely forgotten about and my class loved it. I circulated it round this list and one of the members of
the committee had tried it with their class with similar results. So here it is.
Finally, after 7 years, we return to Culla Bay and I will just note that sometimes this dance is done in square sets of 8 couples, 2 on a
side, requiring long strathspey steps.
If you have dance suggestions, please send them to me.

Fort Worden Weekend
By Charlotte Grieg

The San Francisco Branch was well represented at the Seattle’s
Branch’s recent 45th Fort Worden Weekend. Hosted at the Fort Worden
State Park in Port Townsend, it was a wonderful event. The teachers this
year were the fabulous trio of Jimmie Hill, Marjorie McLaughlin and
Robert MacOwen. Musicians Lisa Scott, Deby Benton Grosjean and
Judi Nicholson provided us with wonderful music to dance to. In addition to dance classes offered on Saturday on the Fort Worden campus,
this year the Weekend also offered a Teacher’s workshop taught by Jimmie Hill on Friday afternoon for teachers and experienced dancers considering becoming a teacher in the near future.
Pictured at the start of the Saturday night Evening Ball in Erickson Hall,
are Harry Andrews, Donna Weidenfeller, Geoffrey Wood, Dilip Sequeira, Rachel Pusey and Charlotte Greig. Not pictured, but also attending
the weekend were Branch members Jeffrey Graham, Bree Humphries,
Jane Maxwell and of course, Marjorie McLaughlin.

Guidelines for walk-throughs at Monthly Parties

Adopted by the San Francisco Branch Teachers' Committee
Walk-throughs of dances on the monthly party programs serve two important, but conflicting purposes:
•

To help beginners remember what they have been taught in their classes so they can enjoy the subset of dances on the program
that they can do with confidence.

•

To help experienced dancers navigate the advanced dances on the program.

Because new dancers can dance fewer dances on the program their needs for walk-throughs take priority. If there is time after the
beginners’ needs are met, or if there is an additional place for walk-throughs for experienced dancers, effort should be made to address the desires of experienced dancers as well. If there is a need for a walk-though of an advanced dance that there is not time to
walk through before the dance begins, then the teacher doing the walk-throughs should recommend to the MC that it be walked
through on the dance floor.
Advanced dances can, if necessary be walked through during the monthly party itself, thus reducing the need to cover them beforehand; beginner dances often are only talked through during the party so the beginners lack that help.
Teachers for the walk throughs will need to be prepared to teach both levels of dances. Give priority to the basic dances and determine which ones you will cover. Advanced dancers are better able to assess what they need to have walked through, so the teacher
needs to be prepared for their requests.
Walk-throughs should begin 45 minutes before the dance begins and end after 30 minutes to give time for final preparation of the
hall and band.
The hosting class should identify teachers to lead the walk-throughs and identify a space for them. Since the band is setting up and
doing sound checks in the main venue at this time, it is best if the walk-throughs can be done elsewhere. If walk-throughs must
happen in the same room where the sound system, band, and party hosts are setting up, teachers should try to pick a spot for walkthroughs that minimizes interference with those activities.
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Monthly Parties
DECEMBER
3:00 pm, Saturday, December 7, 2019
Hill and Valley Club, 1808 B St., Hayward
Host: Livermore and Lafayette Classes
Dance
Berwick Johnnie +
The Braes of Tulliemet
Preston Mill
Patti’s Pleasure +
Bohemian Reflections

Source
Graded 1/14
7/12
45/7
Knox/Measures of Pleasure
51/12

Type
8x32 J
8x32 S
5x32 R
8x32 S
8x32 R

3
3
5
3
3

Level
B
B
A
A
B

The Mad Hatter
The Craven Strathspey
Muirland Willie
The Langdon Knot
Double Sixty +

Boyd/Happy to Meet
Haynes/Carnforth l
21/9
Wilson/Measures of Pleasure
Wyrick/New World Vol. 2

8x32 J
8x32 S
8x32 J
8x32 S
8x32 R

3
3
3
3
3

B
I
I/A
I
I

The Compleat Gardner +
Bonnie Ina Campbell
A Reel for Poggy
Cherrybank Gardens +
General Stuart’s Reel

Graded 3/14
37/6
Langdon-Kass/Meas. of Pleasure
Drewry/Bankhead 1
10/3

8x32 J
8x32 S
8x40 R
3x32 S
8x32 R

3
3
2
3
3

I
I/A
B/I
I
I

JANUARY
7:30 pm, Saturday, January 11, 2020
Congregation Etz Chayim, 4161 Alma St., Palo Alto
Host: Mountain View Class
Berwick Johnnie
Miss Ogilvie’s Fancy +
Muirland Willie
The Braes of Tulliemet
Double Sixty

Graded 1/14
20/8
21/9
7/12
Wyrick/New World Vol. 2

8x32 J
8x32 S
8x32 J
8x32 S
8x32 R

3
3
3
3
3

B
B/I
I/A
B
I

The Compleat Gardner
Culla Bay +
The Australian Ladies +
Bonnie Ina Campbell
General Stuart’s Reel

Graded 3/14
41/2
Campbell/Glasgow Assembly
37/6
10/3

8x32 J
4x32 S
8x32 R
8x32 S
8x32 R

3
4 (sq)
3
3
3

I
I
I
I/A
I

Bohemian Reflections
Patti’s Pleasure
The Zoologist +
Cherrybank Gardens
The Reel of the Royal Scots

51/12
Knox/Measures of Pleasure
46/12
Drewry/Bankhead 1
Leaflets

8x32 R
8x32 S
8x32 J
3x32 S
8x32 R

3
3
3
3
3

B
A
I
I
B/I

+ = New this Month
Programming Committee: Rachel Pusey, Geoffrey Wood & Bruce Herbold
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Local Events Calendar 2019-2020
Rev. June 24, 2019 by Witsie McKelvy witken@astound.net. Pending details may appear in the next issue.
DECEMBER
7: Sat, 3:00pm Monthly Party, Hill and Valley Club, 1808 B St,
Hayward 94541. Hosted by the Livermore and Lafayette classes.
Info: Mark Burt 510-760-7595 m5burt@yahoo.com ***Note this is a
tea dance***
14: Sat, Berkeley Class Holiday Party, Arlington Community
Church, 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington 94707. 6:00pm Caroling,
7:15pm Potluck dinner, 8:00 Dancing to massed band of many
Berkeley musicians. Info: Paul Bennett 510-652-1835
oaklandpaul503@gmail.com
28: Sat, 7:30pm Lafayette Tween Party, Danville Grange, 743
Diablo Rd, Danville. Live music by Andy Imbrie and friends. Info:
Monica van Eck 925-575-7637 monica.van.eck@gmail.com
31: Tue, 7:30pm-11pm South Bay Hogmanay Dance Party,
St.Mark’s Church Hall, 600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Live music by
Susan Worland, Lyle Ramshaw and Michael Bentley. $20 donation
appreciated. Co-hosted by the Red Thistle Dancers, and the
Mountain View and San Jose classes. Info: Jewel Murphy
jewelbmurphy@yahoo.com
or Sue Anderson sue.stollberg@gmail.com
31: Tue, 8:30pm Hogmanay Dance Party, Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Marin, 240 Channing Way, San Rafael 94903.
Hosted by Dunsmuir Scottish Dancers. Info: Jane Muirhead 510-782
-0519 janecmuirhead51@gmail.com
JANUARY 2020
11: Sat, 7:30pm Monthly Party, Congregation Etz Chayim, 4161
Alma St., Palo Alto 94306. Hosted by the Mt. View Class. Info: Mark
Burt 510-760-7595 m5burt@yahoo.com ***Note this is the 2nd
Saturday***
17: Fri, 5pm-19 Sun 2pm Bishop’s Ranch Dance Weekend,
Healdsburg, CA, with Gary Thomas and Ron Wallace. Music by
Flindrikin, Info: Emily Evans, emilyoevans@gmail.com Flyer: https://
bit.ly/2m4IKOT
26: Sun, Susie Langdon Kass Memorial Dance, Info: Trina
Merriman, 415-759-1916 TBM@sonic.net

8

FEBRUARY

1: Sat, 1:00-5:00pm Review for Valentines Ball,
Christ Church East Bay, 2138 Cedar St., Berkeley, CA 94709.
Info: Patti Cobb pkcobb@pacbell.net
8: Sat, Valentines Ball, Oakland Scottish Rite Center, 1547
Lakeside Dr. Oakland 94612 6:30pm Social, 7:00 Grand
March. Music by Thistle House, Dave Wiesler, David Knight,
and Dan Emery. Info: https://www.rscds-sf.org/ or registrar
Amelie Nicolay Amelie.nicolay@hotmail.com

MARCH
29: Sun, 1:30pm-5:30pm Remembering Steve Wyrick, St.
Alban’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall, 1501 Washington Ave.,
Albany. Musicians: Julie Wyrick, David Greenberg, Maria
Blair. Info: RSVP to Lori Howard fireknight.ph@gmail.com
Please send items anytime to witken@astound.net
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Events Elsewhere 2019-2020
Revised 10/4/19 • Compiled by Annie Jacobsen, send updates to akjacobs@pacbell.net
Limited information only. For more information and other events in Canada and the US, see Inter-City Scot
www.intercityscot.org/eventList.php. For international events, see http://www.dancescottish.ca/Whats-On-Far.html.

DECEMBER
8: Sun, Vancouver (BC) The 56th Annual Gleneagles Ball at
Pacific Ballroom of the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, 1:30pm.
Afternoon luncheon buffet, the Grand March and dancing to 20piece Vancouver Fiddle Orchestra and dessert buffet. Sponsored
by Gleneagles Scottish Country Dance Club. Contact Gillian Muir
778-279-3995 muirnet@shaw.ca.
rscdsgleneagles.org/2019gleneaglesball.

APRIL and MAY
April 28 - May 3: Spring Fling 2020 in St Petersburg, May 15-17:
Spring Fling 2020 in Toronto.
Each year the Society mounts a special Spring Fling festival for
young dancers (12-35). In 2020, Spring Fling will be in two
locations: Toronto, Canada and St Petersburg, Russia.
www.rscds.org/events/spring-fling-2020.

FEBRUARY
14-16: Fri-Sun, Honolulu (HI) Aloha Winter Weekend at various
venues. Fri: Social; Sat: Classes and dinner/dance; Sun: Class and
ceilidh. Sponsored by RSCDS-Hawaii. Teacher is Rachel Pusey.
Music by Humuhumunukunukuapua'a and Starthspey Society
Band. Contact Melissa Lindsay 808-256-3347
MLindsay@hawaii.rr.com or Bruce McEwan 808-265-1141
bemacewan@gmail.com. www.rscdsHawaii.org.

JULY
5-11: Sun-Sat, Boone (NC) The Blue Ridge Scottish Dance
School at the campus of Appalachian State University. Week long
SCD classes in varied levels, bonus classes, evening dances, and
Friday Banquet & Gala to lead into the Grandfather Mountain
Highland Games. Sponsored by RSCDS Atlanta Branch and
RSCDS Carolinas Branch. Meals and accommodations available.
Classes led Linda Henderson and William Williamson with
musicians from Scotland, Mo Rutherford and Neil Copland. For
general information, contact
blueridgescottishdanceschool@gmail.com. www.blueridgesds.org

14-16: Fri-Sun, RSCDS Edmonton Caledonian Branch 50th
Annual Workshop & Ball at Chateau Lacombe Hotel in Edmonton.
Fri: Ceilidh; Sat & Sun: classes; Sat: Dinner and ball. Teachers are
Ruth Jappy, Mary Murray and Antoine Rousseau. Musicians are
Kathy Fraser Collins and Fred Collins. Registration deadline: Feb
7, 2020. www.rscdsedmonton.com/annual-workshop--ball.html
MARCH
7: Sat, San Diego (CA) , 45th Anniversary Sapphire Dinner &
Ball at Balboa Park Club; Sponsored by RSCDS-San Diego. Music
by Reel of Seven. Contact 45th-anniversary@rscds-sandiego.org.
www.dancescottishsd.org

Dance then, wherever
you may be...

(Life, continued from page 1)

it the RSCDS way.” With cooperation from the band led by Janet
Kurnick, Mark asked the CPR class to “take partners and form sets
for Petronella” and the class formed a set. At the end of eight bars of
dancing, a CPR mannequin took the place of a dancer to represent
someone who had suffered a cardiac arrest. The cry of “Stop! Stop!
Somebody collapsed” rang out. The set leapt into action, putting into
practice what they had just learned: Shake and shout. Send someone
to get the AED. Call 9-1-1. Start chest compressions immediately.
One of the class members brought the AED from the registration
desk, and the class defibrillated the patient. They continued to perform chest compressions as they took turns in two-minute intervals
at a prescribed rate. Why Petronella? Because the compression rate
for CPR is 100-120 beats a minute. Civilians do compressions to
“Staying alive,” dancers do it to “Petronella.”
The class completed a successful resuscitation as an imaginary ambulance arrived while Mark provided running commentary. The
audience of dancers appreciated the drill, and many commented that
it was good to review our policy and reinforce our procedures for
responding to medical emergencies.
Mark Burt looks on as Sylvain and Donald provide 30
compression to 2 breaths during CPR practice
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The Reel & Strathspeyper is a bi-monthly publication of the San Francisco Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, a
nonprofit educational organization. Access to online editions is a benefit of Branch membership. Printed copies are available by
subscription. For change of email or mailing address, please contact Gary Thomas 707.235.5423, registrar@rscds-sf.org.
The editor reserves the right to reject, alter or edit any material submitted for publication for reasons of taste, space, style, or clarity.
All materials for publication should be sent by e-mail prior to the deadline (the 1st Saturday of even-numbered months). Exceptions
may be made for last-minute notices, or on a space-available basis, when the editor is notified prior to the deadline. Articles should be
submitted in plain text or word processing format, fliers and photos may be sent as pdf or other standard image format and must be of
high resolution.
Editors of other newsletters may use or adapt any materials in the Reel & Strathspeyper unless a specific copyright notice is included.
Please credit author and original source.
Editor ............................................................ Kristi Closser
Design ....................................... Mary Margaret McMurtry
Production, Layout, Typesetting ................... Kristi Closser
Printing and Distribution ................................... Shari Salis

All articles should be in plain text or a word processing format
and sent by e-mail. Photos may be sent as jpg, bmp, gif or pdf.
Please send all contributions to:
Kristi Closser
E-mail: randsnewsletter@rscds-sf.org

Next Deadline December 7!
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